- 
Plain Man's Preſervative 
| FROM THE 


ERROR 


OE THE 


Anabaptiſts. || 


—ͤ— 


i Shewing the | q 
PRO FESSORS|| 4 

| Eftabliſhd Religion, | K 
How they may | 2 


Defend the BAPTISM they | ; ] 
+ Receiv*d in their Infancy againſt | | 2 
them. 


|] By TarzormLuUs Doggangigh, A 9 
Rector of Mittreſpam, in Rent. 


— 


The SECOND EDITION. 


2 5 8 
Printed and Sold by * Dom in 4 J 


WIN near Meſt-Smithſtald, 


Price 6d. 1 3 
—  — — —— — — —— ———— 


un, 
rot 
4 

OY Ex 


*. 
. . 


N 
* 
— 


4 28 
„ 
ee, 
1 
%* 
I," 
To 


- 


1 wes if 
1 , 
”_— - W 
3 My" af * if 
o 8 * 
N 7 
3 * 5 * 
1 | 1 
4 { ba. - 
r A L 5 . 5 
* , 


FF Lwr j et 7th ea the. ts ˙ -r ²m ²·m%ͤu— oe tt g ům W ttt ea 


Ferran 
r 


. e 
Plain Man's Preſervative 


% 
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Showing the Reaſens and Method of rhe 
following Book. 


The [In ener zen. 


Have, through the Divine AMQ- 
ance, in a large Vindication 0 
the Chriſtian Church in the 


 Baptiving of Infants, gather'd 
and digeſted a full and ſufficient 


Store of Arguments to juſtifie this Practice, 


A 2 and 


* 5 
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4 The Plain Man's Defence. 

and of Anſwers to the Cavils and Objecti- 
ons of the Adverſaries' againit it. But 
while I endeavour'd to make that Work as 
full and compleat as I could, that it might 


be the more uſeful, as believe it will be ſo 


to many, I find what I did therein to recom- 
mend it, does fender it the leſs likely to be 
of any Uſe at all to thoſe, who, perhaps, 
have the moſt Need of it, becauſe they are 
the leſs hkely to purchaſe and read it. And 
I have been inform'd, it is a Pretence among 
this Sect to let that Work alone, that it is 
ſo long and ſo chargeable to Purchaſe ; and 
by this they diſcourage and divert one ano- 
ther, and others too, all that they can from 
minding it; while at the ſame time they 


ſpread little and cheap Books among the 


eople, to carry on their deluſion, and high- 
ly recommend them, and get them to be re- 
ceiv'd, tho' they are never ſo full of Folly 
and Deceit. For theſe Reaſons, and ſome 
other Inducements worthy to prevail with 
me, I have undertaken this ſecond Endea- 
vour, that I may ſtrengthen. and confirm, 
if it may pleaſe God, ſuch as ate not yet 
drawn into this fooliſh and dangerous Er- 
ror, and enable them to defend themſelves 
againſt theſe Adverſaries of their Baptiſm. 


I would be glad to induce thoſe, for whole | 


ſake chiefly this Work is underta ken, and to 
whom it is addreſſed, to read and conſider 
well what is here preſented them, and ac- 


quaint themſelves with it: For it is of great 


con- 


Uſe to every Man to be well eſtabliſſid and 
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f his Baptiſm. 5 
confirm'd in the 'Truth, becauſe he will 
have his Conſcience thereby quiet and calm 
in the Performance of his Dury, and will do 
jt with the more Pleaſure and Satisfaction of 
Mind; whereas if he be but liable to 
Doubt, or be but uncertain, or wavering 
in his Mind about what he does, it cannot 
be done with a true Content, nor with that 
full Satisfaction which he might take in the 
doing it. And I would entreat you to con- 
ſider, that it is by no means an indifferent 
Matter what your Opinion is in this Caſe, 
for if you ſhould be perſwaded to. receive 
theirs, and. thereupon negle& and deſpiſe the 
Baptiſm bf your 33 you would herein 


be guilty of great Sin, as will fully appear in 


the following Book: Beſides, it would be 


of very ill Conſequence to you, and extream- 
ly hazard your Salvation, as it would be 


likely to draw you into their Party, and en- 


ge you in the Sin of Schiſm, and in Diſo- 


ience to thoſe that are over you in the 
Lord, and in the ill Practices which mi- 


ſtaken Zeal often engages many of them in, 
to propagate and maintain their Opinion and 


Party: Beſides, you would then commit 
your ſelves to the Teaching and Guidance 


of the miſerable Leaders of the Set, the 
moſt of whom are very ignorant in Divinity, 
and muſt needs be ſo while they diſdain and 
_ defie all the ordinary and uſual Means and 


Methods to accompliſh themſelves, as they 
ſhould be to be at to teach. And theſe, as 


the Apoſtle ſays of the Unlearned, muſt 
| | © 
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6 The Plain Man's Defence 
needs be liable to wreſt the Scriptures to 
rhei, own Deſtruction ; and then it cannot 
be ſafe for any to follow ſuch Guides. O. 
thers of them, who have moſt ſtudied and 
conſidered Things, are they, who, while 
they are obſtinately ſet to maintain their Er- 
ror about Infant Baptiſm, and are preſſed 
with good Arguments for it, which are raiſ- 


and fundamental Principles ot our Religion, 
they rather chuſe to forſake thoſe Principles, 
than to let go this their Opinion: And thus 
ſome of the Party run into very groſs Errors: 
and you muſt know, that if you ſhould ever 
be engaged with them, you cannot tell to 
what Degrees of Error pu may be drawn. 
I intreat you to read and conſider well what 
is here ſaid, that you may be able to-defend 
your ſelves, and may not be aſham'd of your 
Baptiſm, when you hear it boldly diſpa- 
raged and condemned|by its Ad verſaries, as 
you will be in Danger to be, if you have lit- 
| tle or nothing to {ay for it: And when you 
know the People of this Sect apply them- 
ſelves to learn all that they can be taught to 
ſay againſt your Baptiſm, you would be 


Means and Helps as are afforded you for the 


well with theſe Things for the ſake of your 
' deluded Neighbours, that you may be able 
to ſhow them their Error, and may be the 


1 
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ed from and connected with ſome of the chief | 


1 — blame if you ſhould not uſe ſuch 


Defence and Vindication of it. And you 
' ſhould be perſwaded to acquaint your ſelves 


; happy Inſtruments of their Converſion from 
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it, by your Converſations with them, F it 
2 ball pleaſe Goa ro give them Repentance 
. to the Acknowledgment of the Truth. 
g Which Work, of Condertiug a Sinner from 
the Error of his Way, would be very plea- 
4 ſing to God, and bleſt to your ſelves; and 
4 
— 
5 


it will be pleaſing to God and happ to you 
but to endeavour it fincerely and ſeriouſly, 
whether you ſhould ſucceed in it or not. 
I have gathered in hither as much as 1 
could in ſo little Room of what is contain'd 
Sy in that larger Work, and, after all, I think 
| there may be Occaſion to ſay, that if in any 
Part this may ſeem to be too ſhort, - they 
muſt be defired, who would have further 
Satisfaction in any thing, to betake them- 
felves to that. I pray God to keep you 
from all falſe Doctrine, Hereſie and Shia, 
and ſo from all Sedition, privy Conſpiracy 
and Rebellion, and from Hardneſs of Heart, 
and Contempt of his Word and Command- 
ments; ' which latter Evils are the uſual At- 
tendants and Fruits of the former. | 
Now that this Work may be the more : 
uſeful to you, I have diſpos'd it into this A 
plain and eaſie Method. (I.) I have ſhown 1 
you from the Holy Scriptures the Nature 
and Reaſon of the Sacrament of Baptiſm. 
(2.) T have gather'd ſome of the Arguments 
which the Scriptures afford to Juſtifie the 
Baptizing of Infants. (3.) I have given you 
the Anſwers which you may return to the 
Objections of the Adverſaries of Infant Bap- 
tifm againſt it, and ſhown you how to con- 


fute them, : 4 4 | 
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' The Nature and Reaſon of the Sacrament 


of Baptiſm repreſented. 
; 1 Shall firſt give you an Account of what 


you may learn from the Holy Scriptures 
concerning the Nature and Intention of the 


Sacrament of Baptiſm ; becauſe when you. 


know well to what Purpoſes this Sacrament 


ſerves, and for what it is appointed by our 
Lord, you will have the clearer Inſight into 


this Controverſie concerning the Baptizing 


of Infants. 2 | 
Tou muſt obſerve then, that there are 


Two Parties who are, chiefly concern'd in 
this Sacrament: The one is the Baptizer, 


the other is the Perſon baptized. The Bap- 
tizer is the Minifter : But you muſt know, 


that he is God's Deputy or Miniſter in the 
doing of this: He is ſo by Virtue of his do- 


ing this by- God's Order and Commiſſion. 


This the Holy Scripture teaches us, in iv 


ohn T, 2. where tis ſaid, Fefus made aud 


baptized more Diſciples than John, though 
Feſns himſelf (at that Time) baptized not, 
but his Diſciples. That which his Officers 
and Servants did by Commiſſion and Autho- 
rity from him their Lord and Maſter, is ac- 
counted his Action, and ſpoken of as done 
by himſelf. We are then to look upon the 
Parties'concern'd in this Sacrament, as God 


and Man: And to ſhow you exactly the 
Nature 


. 


- Fo ee 
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e his Baptiſm. E 
Nature and Defign of it, I muſt ſhow you 
what is done on Man's Part in receiving of 
Baptiſm, and what is done on God's Part 
in the giving it. 

That which is done on Man's Part, who 
receives this Sacrament, is in general this: 
He does therein take upon him a ſolemn 
Vow, Promiſe and Engagement of Religion 
in all the Extent of that. He becomes de vo- 
ted to honour and ſerve God, according to 


the Diſcoveries which he is pleaſed to make 


of himſelf and his Will. This is fully expreſ- 
ſed by St. Peter, 1 Pet. iii. a 1. He ſays there, 


 Baptiſia ſaves us, not the putting away the 


Filth of the Fleſp, but the Auſwer of a 
good Conſcience towards God. Now, by the 
Anſwer of a good Conſeience towards God, 


which he ſays, goes along with the outward. 
| Waſhing in this Sacrament; he means, the 


ſolemn Vow, Promiſe or Engagement of a 
good Conſcience, or that he will keep @ good 
Conſcience towards God. This includes all 
that Religion requires of us, and what is ful- 
ly comprehended, and very fitly repreſented, 
in the Vow and Promiſe which our Church 
orders to be made at the receiving of Baptiſm, 
in theſe Three Particulars. (I.) That the 
Party baptized will renvunce the Devil and all 
his Works; the Pomps and Vanity of this 
wicked World, and all the finful Luſts of the 
Fleſh. (2.) That he will believe ail the Arti- 
cles of the Chriſtian Faith. (3.) That he will 
keep God's holy Willand Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all _ Days of his Life. 
T4 : I. 
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To The Plain Man'r Defence . 
1 ſhall now ſhow what is done on God's 
Part in and with the Adminiſtration* of. this 
Sacrament ; the Account of which you may 
take as follows, 5 7 5 
Firſt, The baptized Perſon is therein, as 
the Church ſpeaks, made a Member of Chriſt. 
That you may the better underſtand this, I 


muſt defire you te conſider, that Jeſus Chriſt, . 


the Mediator between God and Man, is ſpo- 
ken of in Scripture, we may ſay, Perſonally, 
or Myſtically. As Perſonally conſider'd, he is 

One with himſelf, One in Perſon ; as My- 
ſtically conſider d, he is One with his Church, 
and the Perſons whereof that conſiſts, who are 
a ſele&t Body of Men in Covenant with God, 
or engaged to honour and ſerve him, and are 
therein as it were incorporated into Chriſt, or 
united into one Myſtical Body with him: 
And ſo every Perſon join'd to that ſelect Num- 
ber, join'd to the Church, becomes a Member 
of Chriſt, myſtically confider'd. St. Paul ſays 
to, thoſe of the Church of Corinth, 1 Cor. 
xil. 27. Je are the Body of Eure and 
Members in particular. The Church is cal- 
led the Body of Chriſt, that Body of which 
he is the Head, Eph. i. 22, 23. 

Now you ſhall ſee that the Holy Scrip- 
tures aſcribe the Uniting of Mankind to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, to the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; 
whereby it will appear to have been appoint- 

ed and defigned for this. In 1 Cor. xii. 13. the 
Apoſtle ſays, By one Spirit we are all bap- 
712ed4 into one Hoody; and if the Verſe fore- 
going be contider'd, you will ſee the one * 
| 75 y 


vw 


of his Baptiſm. - It 

y he ſpeaks of there is Cbriſt. It is by one 
Spirit, even the Spirit of God, that all are 
join'd to this Body, and he works this Union 
in the ordinary Way, and according to Inſti- 
tution, in and by the Adminiſtration of this 
Sacrament ; therefore tis faid, Ne are Bap- 
tized inte 0e Body by him. The Spirit of 
God is the chief Cauſe in this happy Union, 
and the Sacrament is the Inftrument and 
Means whereby he does it. Again, is this Mat- 
ter plainly expreſs'd by St. Pant, Gal. iii. 27. 

where he ſays to the Chriſtians of that Church, 


As many of you as have been baprized into 


Chriſt, have put on Chriſt. 'The partaking of 
this Sacrament he ſpeaks of under the Phraſe 


of being baptised into Chriſt, becauſe it is 
the Inſtrument of the Spirit of God to unite 


Men to him. Fitly therefore does our Church 
pray, that the Perſon to be baptized z22y be 
received into the Ark of Chriſt's Church; 
and after the Adminiſtration of the Sacra» 
ment does give Thanks for that He is rege- 
nerated and ingraſted mro the Body of 


Chriſt's Church: So that the Perſon bapti- 


zed, you muſt confider, is therein tranſlated 
from the firſt Adam to the ſecond, as Jeſus 
Chrift is call'd: This is as a new Birth to 
him, wherein he puts off hisold and unhappy 


Relations, and puts on new ones, to his great 


Advantage. All of us are born as it were 


Members of the firſt 477272, from whom we 
therein derive Guilt and Corruption; but be- 
ing thus born again of Water, and of the Spi- 
rit working together with it, according to thy 

„„ | Inſtitu . 
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12 The Plain Man's Defence 

Inſtitution and Deſign of our Lord, we are 

tranſlated and remov'd from that Body into 
the Body of Chriſt, and from him we may 
KF derive Righteouſneſs and Holineſs : For this 
* is the Fundamental Privilege granted on 
in God's Part in this bleſſed Sacrament, it is 
that on which all the reſt depend, and which 
they follow, which ſhall be repreſented under 
the next Head. | TE ON 


Seconaly, The Perſon baptized is hereupon 
alſo brought to have a Right to everlaſting 
Happineſs,and to all that is neceflary and con- 
ducing to it. By this Incorporation or Union 
with Chriſt, he obtains a happy Communion 
with him, and derives a Right to partake in 
the Merits and Righteouſneſs of his perfect 
Life, and in the Propitiation and Atonement 
for Sin which he made in his Death. The 
following Particulars are included here. 

Firſt, The Remiſſion of Sins. The Perſon 
baptized is received inte a State of Favour 
with God, and is become a Child of God. He 
who is a Member of Chriſt in becoming ſo, is 
Join'd to him who is naturally the Son of 
God, and therein becomes an adopted Son: 
Hence are ſuch ſaid to be the adopted Chil- 
dren of God by Jeſus Chriſt, Eph. i.. That 
this is a Privilege conferr'd in this Sacra- 
ment, St. Pau! teaches us, Gal. iii. 26, 27. 
In Verſe 26. he ſays to the Chriiliaus, Te are 
all the Children of God by Forth in y 
Chr iſt ; andhe proves it in Verſe 27. in lay- 
ing, For as many of you as are baptized iu- 


— 
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-of bis Baptiſm. 13 
t (ang have put on Chriſt. They were be- 
come the Children of God by Fath in Jeſus 


Chriſt, being by Baptiſm, or as they were by 
Baptiſm united to Chriſt. Now this is plain- 


- 


ly a Stateof Pavour with God, and neceſſari- 
ly includes Remiſſion of Sins; which alſo St. 


Peter declares to be a Privilege that this Sa- 


crament is appointed and deſigned to beſtow, 
in Acts ii. 38. when he there exhorts the 


Zews to be baptized for the Remiſſion of 


Sins. St. Paul aſcribes this to Baptiſm like- 
wiſe, as we learn by Col. ii. 12, 13. In the 
former Verſe he ſays, Thoſe Chriſtians had 
been buried with Chriſt in their Baptiſm, 
that is, ſo united to him in it, as to become 
Partakers in the Vertue of his Death, which 
was a Propitiation for Sin ; and in the latter 
Verſe, as a Fruit and Effect of this, he ſays, 
They had been forgiven all Treſpaſſes. He 
that is receiv'd into this State, is pardon'd all 
the Guilt-which he before lay under; bein 

tranſlated from the firſt Yam to the Fon 
he is deliver'd from the Guiltineſs of the one, 
and made Partaker in the Righteouſneſs of 


the other. Original Sin is utterly taken away 


in the Guilt of it in our Baptiſm, ſo that A. 


A4am's Sin, and the Guilt of that, ſhall con- 


demn no Perſon that is baptized. And further, 
every aCtual Sin of a baptized Perſon, tho 
committed after his Baptiſm, ſhall not be his 


_ Condemnation, but he ſhall have the Benefit 


of Repentance allow'd him : Repentance and 
Amendment ſhall be accepted trom him in- 
ſtead of perfect, unſinning Obedience. 'The 
„ TD \. - - baptized 
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14 The Plain Man's Defence 
baptized Perfon is received into a State in 
which Remiſſion of Sins is, as we may ſay, 
his Right, upon the Score of the Propitiation 
made in the Death of Chriſt, and be obtains it 
upon his ſincere and reſolv'd adhering to his 
Baptiſmal Engagement, which implies Re- 
pentance for the Faults which he ſlips into, 
and Care to amend and forſake them. 
Secondly, The Renovation and Sanctifica- 
tion of the impure and corrupted Nature in 
Man. The baptized Perſon, in his Union to 
Chriſt, comes to have a Right to Communi- 
on with him in his Holineſs, to partake of his 
Spirit, and receive of his Fulneſs, and Grace 
for Grace, as St. John ſpeaks. This ſancti- 
tying Spirit the Holy Seripture ſpeaks of as 
_ conferr'd in the Sacrament of Baptiſm. St. Pe- 
ter ſays as much to the Fewws, Acts ii. 38. 
where he bids them be baptized for the Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and tells them, they ſhould. 
then receive the Git of the Holy Ghoſt. Our 
Saviour intimates the ſame thing in his Diſ- 
courſe with Nicodemis, Joh. iii. In the third 
Verſe he ſays, Except one be born again, he 
cannot enter into ihe Kingdom of Goa; in 
the fifth Verſe he tells him how that new 
Birth muſt be wrought, and by whom, in 
ſaying, Except oue be born of Water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of God. The new Birth, which is ſpiri- 
tual, as he teaches him in the ſixth Verſe,and 
is wrought by the Spirit of God, is conferr'd 
in and with the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 
Perſons are born of the Spirit in and by _ 
eing 


* 
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being born of Water. St. Paul alſo mentions 


this, together with the other Privilege, as be- 


ſtow'd with this Sacrament, 1 Cor. vi. 11. 
where he ſays to thoſe Chriſtians, Ye are 
waſh, ye are ſanttify's, ye are juſtified in 
the Name of the Lora Feſus, aud by the 
Spirit of our Goa. -4F, 


T. birdly, As you have ſeen by the Holy 


| Scriptures, that the baptized Perſon gains a 
Right to what is conducing and neceſſary to 


his everlaſting Happineſs ; ſo you ſhall ſee 
there, that he gains a Right to that Happi- 
neſs it ſelf: In becoming therein a Child of 
God, he comes to have a Right to all the 
Promiſes of good Things, both tor the preſent 


Life, and that to come. The Apoſtle ſpeaks 


this Particular, Rom. viii. 17. F Chidaren - 


(ſays he) then are we Heirs, Heirs of God, 


and joint Heirs with Chriſt. It we become 
Children of God by Jeſus Chriſt, we become 
alſo Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven toge- 
ther with him. This the Scripture aſcribes to 
Baptiſm, as bringing Men to it, and that ve- 
ry plainly, when it ſays, Bapriſaz ſaves us, 
as St. Peter expreſſes it, 1 Pet. iii. 21, St. 
Paul alſo tells us the ſame Thing, T 72. iii. 5, 
6, 7. Where he aſcribes it to this Sacrament 
to have been the Means and Inſtrument 
which had beſtow'd upon the Chriſtians all 
the Three Privileges which I have menti- 


oned: According to his Mercy (ſays of God) 


he ſuv'd us by the Naſping of Regeneration, 
ana renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, * 
| | . 8 
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16 The Plain Man's Defence 
ſhed on us abundantly through Feſus Chriſt, 
that being juſtified freely by his Grace, we 
ſpoutd be made Heirs according to the Hope 
of eternal Life. The Waſhing of Regenera- 
tion he ſpeaks of as diſtin@t from the Re- 
newing of the Holy Ghoſt, which obliges us 
tq underſtand it of the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
which he calls the Waſhing of Regeneration, 
as being the Inſtrument and Means of our Re- 


generation, or Tranſlation from Adam to 


Chriſt; and he ſpeaks of this as bringing a- 
long with it all the Privileges there mention- 
ed, the Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Juſtifica- 
tion, and a Right to everlaſting Happineſs, 
Thus I have briefly . e what is 


done on God's Part, and on Fo Part, in 
the Sacrament of Baptiſm, that you may 
clearly ſce the Nature and Intention of this 
Sacrament, And by all this it appears that 
Baptiſm is a federal Rite, and that which 
makes a Covenant between God and Man. 
We enter into a ſolemn Vow and Engage- 
ment to give up our ſelves to God in all 
Holineſs of Life; and he is pleaſed to engage 
at the the ſame Time to confer upon us the 
ſanctifying Gifts of his holy Spirit, to give 
us that Holineſs, and the Rewards of it. 
Baptiſm, in bringing us under ſuch an En- 
gagement, unites us to Chriſt, and enters us 
into the Kingdom of God, and into Covenant 


with him, and into a State of Salvation, 


that is, into ſuch a State, as to which the 
final and compicat Salvation does belong, 


and in which it ſhall end, to all thoſe who 
| continue 
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continue true to their Baptiſmal Engage- 
ment. | 
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Containing @ State of the Dneſtion aif- 
puted, and a Propoſal of the Arguments 
zo juſtifie our Baptizing of Infants. 


Hung thus laid a good Foundation, ac- 
cording to the Doctrine of Holy Scrip- 
ture, concerning this Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
to build our Arguments for Infant Baptiſm 
upon, I ſhall give a Sight of rhem together, 
after I have ſtated the Queſtion or Matter 
diſputed between the Church of God and 


this Set. It is requiſite that I ſhow you di- 


ſtinctly what their Opinion and ours is about 
the Subject of Baptiſm, becauſe I find the 
Leaders of the Se& confound and deceive 
them, and perhaps ſome others, by a wron 

Repreſentation of their Opinion. You — 
know then, that it is not a Diſpute between 
us, whether or no Believers may be baptized, 
or whether or no thoſe who make ſuch a 
Profeſſion of their Faith as the Church has 
Reaſon to account ſincere, may be baptized? 
This is no Matter of Diſpute between us, tis 
agreed on both Sides, that ſuch may be bap- 
tized. But this is not the Opinion which 
they hold and diſpute for, and divide from 
the Church upon; they do not diſpute for 


Believers Baptiſm, nor we againſt; and they 


cheat 
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cheat you when they pretend to be Witneſſes 
to a deſpiſed Truth of Chriſt, to wit, Be- 
lievers Baptiſm. The Opinion they hold is, 
That none but thoſe. that do actually believe, 
and are able to make actual Proſeſſion of the 
Faith they have, may be baptized; and 
therefore Infants, who cannot dorthis, may 
not be fo. They hold, that our Lord re- 
quires actual Faith in all that may be bap- 
tized, and that theſe are the only meet and 
allowed Subjects of Baptiſm ; and this is no 
Truth of Chriſt, but an Error and Invention 
of their own, and what they have no Ground 
in Scripture for, much leſs have they any 
expreſs Scripture for it; and this is what we | 
deny. Their Practice upon this is to defer d 
and put off the Baptizing the Infants of be- 
heving and baptized Parents, till themſelves 
come to Years-of Underſtanding, and are ca- | 
le to 'profefs their Faith: And this Pra- | 
ice they have no Rule for in all the Holy 

Scripture; they have neither Precept, or 
Command, Preſident, or Example it: 

And they ſhall appear by what follows to 

be in an Error in ad. Opinion, and to 

be ſuperſtitious, and guilty of Will-Worſhip 
In their Practice, in doing herein what is no 

where commanded, nor has any Warrant for 

it in the Word of God, fo far as that can 

make it Superſtition and Will-Worſhip. 
Now, the Arguments which I intend to 

inſiſt upon, and urge, and prove from the 

Holy Scriptures, to juſtifie the Church in the 

baptizing of Infants, are theſe N ; 

+ Toe 
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(2... Accorving to the Account given from 
Scripture of the Nature and Uſe of the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm, Infants are capable of 
this Sacrament. (2.) According to the eſta- 
bliſh'd Method and Way of Salvation, the 
Sacrament of Baptiſm is in.an ordinary Way 
neceffary to N to their Salvation. (39 
There is abundant Evidence in Holy Scrip- 
ture, that God allows the Infauts of be- 
lieving and baptized Parents to be bap- 
tiged, and good Warrant therein for the 
bringing and admitting them to this Sacra- 
ment. (4.) We have in Scripture plain and 
clear Command for the Baptiving of Tu- 
ants | | 2 5 


EF 
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Tus Firſt, Argument nre'd ro juſtiße the 
Saßptiaing "of Inſauts. 25 


According to the Uſe aud Nature of the 
Sacrament of Baptiſin, Infants are 
capable of it, Intants are capable of all that 
which this Sacrament is appointed and in- 
tended by our Lord for: There is no Duty 
we are deſign'd to be engaged to by it, but 
Infants may be engaged to therein, nor any 


2 Privilege which that Sacrament is deſign'd 
do confer and beſtow, but Infants are capable 
of, as well as others. I ſhall firſt ſhow you, 
that Infants are capable of what this Sacra- 
ment is intended for diſtinctly, and then 
ſhow you how to improve this, to juſtifie 
the Baptizing of Infants. You 
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You ſhall ſee then, that they are capable 
of what is done on Man's Part in this Sacra- 
ment, and of receiving what Privileges and 
Benefits are beſtow'd on God's Part in and 
with this Sacrament, a. CO 
They are capable of what is done on Man's 
Part, becauſe they are capable of being en- 
gaged to honour and ſerve God, to come 
under a ſolemn Vow and Promiſe of this, 
they are capable to be brought under ſuch an 
Engagement by a Sacrament, and they are 
capable to be brought under it by the Sacra- 
ment of Baptiſm. It will undeniably' prove 
that they are capable of all this, if I ſhew 
you from the Holy Scripture, that it has been 
all done by them, what has been done they 
muſt be acknowledg'd capable of. I will 
ſhow you then that all this has been done. 
That they have been engaged to honour 
and obey God, and therefore are capable of 
this, appears by what Moſes ſays in Daut. 
xxix. II, 12, 13. where he tells the Nation 
of 1/7 aes, Te ſtand this Day all of you be- 
fore the Lord your Goa, your Caprains of 
your Tribes, your Elders, and your Of- 
ficers, even all the Men of Iſrael, your lit- 
tle Ones, your Wives, &c. that thou ſhouliſt 
enter into Covenant with the Lora thy 
God: To enter into Covenant with God, is 
to be bound and engaged to pay him the 
Honour and Acknowledgment which is due 
to him. And to our Purpoſe you ſhall ob- 
ſerve, that this was a Covenant which brought 
them into a State of Favour with God, as 


you may ſee by the Thirteenth Verſe, _— 
= the 
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the Priviledges are mentioned which were 
ranted on God's Part of this Covenant, to 
which their Infants were admitted; and there 
'tis Taid, the Intent of this Covenant was, 
that God might eſtabliſh them that Day 
for a People unto himſelf, aud that he 
might be to them a God: To be a God to 
them, ſpeaks their Intereſt in his peculiar Fa- 
vour, and that he would exerciſe his infinite 
Perfections to their Advantage and Happi- 
neſs, It is evident and certain then herein, 
that Infants are capable to be engaged in a 
Covenant with God, and ſuch a Covenant as 
gives Right to his eternal Mercie. 
That Infants are capable of being brought 
under ſuch Engagement by a Sacrament, 
does fully appear in the Appointment of Cir- 
cumciſion, Cen. xvii. which was to be admi- 
niſtred to the Male Infants at Eight Days 
old ; and this, the Apoſtle Part fays, ren- 
dred thoſe who rceiv'd it Debtors to do the 
whole Law, Gal. v. 3. It brought them 
under Bond and Engagement to this: And 
you may take Notice, that the Favour on 
God's Part of this Covenant, into which the 
Circumciſed Infants were by Circumciſion 
admitted, was, that he <worrtd be a God to 
thei, as appears by the Seventh Verſe, 
which wckita all the Bencfits of the Cove- 
nant of Grace. | | 
Further, that Infants are capable of being 
engaged in a Covenant with Ged, to honour 
and obey him, by the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 
you may ſee by xix. Exod. There was a 
Covcnart between God and the Nation of 


1 
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Tjrael at that Time, in which the People en- 
gaged, as you may ſee Verſe 8. to Jo a1] 
that the Lord commande them: Then 
does God order them to be baptized, to take 
upon them this Engagement in and by a ſo- 
lemn Baptiſm, as we may underſtand by 
Verſe 10. where God ſays to Aoſes, Go 
#nto the People, and ſunctiſie themro Day 
and to Morrow, and let them waſh their 
Cloaths. This was a Command to baptize 
them, and is underſtood by the Learned a- 
mong the eus to have been a Command 
that the whole Nation ſhould be entred into 
Covenant with God by Baptiſm : And this 
alſo was a Covenant which entitled them to 
the uliar Favour of God, and all that 
Good which might be expected from thence, 
as you may ſec 25 where it is promiſed 
of God, that if they would keep the Cove- 
nant, which he was now about to propoſe to 
them, and take them into, they ſhould be a 
culiar Treaſure unto him above all Peo- 
ple. Now, that Infants of the Nation were 
included in this Covenant, and reckoned en- 
aged to the Duties on Man's Part, and to 
- thereupon alſo entitled to the Favour on 
God's Part, appens in what Moſes ſays af- 
terwards of this Affair, Deut. ix. 2, 3. 
which he ſays to. this People Forty Years at- 
ter that Time, The 7,074, gaade a Covenant 
207 % 1s in Horeb, (ſays he) even with us, 
20h are all of us here alive at this Day. 
Now, you muſt know, that many of theſe 
he ſpake to were infants at the Time when 
that Covenant was made with them, and all 


of them under Twenty Years old, except a 
very 
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very few; theſe were thoſe litt? Ones whom 
their Parents had ſaid ſhould become a Prey, 
and the grown Perſons of the Nation were 
dead in the Wilderneſs, for their murmuring 
within thatSpace of Time as God had threat- 
ned them, Nnmb. xiv. g - 

From all theſe Things I ſhall obſerve, that 
it is very fooliſhly and tally ſaid in a late Pa- 
per ſpread among theſe 3 People, to 
continue their Deluſion, wih mighty Re- 
commendations, T hat Infants could not be 
Members of the Ola Teſtament Church; and, 
That Infants under the Old Teſtament were 
not elected or call'd by Goda to be his Pep- 
ple, and Members of his Church This is 
falſe, and contrary to Scripture; when God 
promiſed to Abraham, upon his Circumciſi- 
on, and the Circumciſion of his Males, I wil} 
be a Cod to thee, aud to thy Seed after thee, 
Gen. xvii. 7. Does not this teach us, that the 
Infants of that Nation, when circumciſed, 
ſhould become ſome of God's People, and 
Members of his Church? Is God, according 
to the Meaning of this Promiſe, a God to 
any in the World but his People, and the Mem- 
bers of his Church? All the Bleſſings and Be- 
nefits of the Covenant of Grace are certainly 
included in that Promiſe, and thoſe Bleſſings 
belong only to thoſe who are entred into Co— 
venant with God, and engaged to honour 
and ſerve him, and they certainly are his 
People, and Members of his Church. 

Again, when the Covenant in which the 
Infants were engag'd at Horel or Mount Si- 
7441, related Exo4. xix. did admit them, with 
the reſt of that Nation, to be a 3 

| rea- 
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Treaſure to God above all People: When 
the Covenant mentioned Deut. xxix. which 
included their little Ones, admitted them 
with the reſt to be a People to God, and to 
the Privilege of having him a God to them; 

can it be juſtly and truly ſaid, that Infants 
could not become his People, or Members of 
his Church ? You may ſee here what mani- 
feſt Falſhoods this wretched People receive 
from the Ignorance or Deceitfulneſs of their 
Teachers, while theſe ſ#eak perverſe 7 hings 
to araw away Diſciples after them. 
Further, as Infants are capable of coming 
under the Engagement, which is Man's Part 
in the Sacrament of Baptiſm, ſo they are 
capable of having a Right to the Mercies 
romiſed on God's Part in the Covenant, and 
which. that Sacrament is appointed to con- 
fer and beſtow. That they are capable to be 
taken into a State of peculiar Favour, and 
to be reckon'd Members of the Church of 
God, and ſome of his peculiar People, ap- 
ears in what has been ſaid. And this 
State includes the Privileges which, it has 
been ſaid, this Sacrament admits the bap- 
tized Perſon to. : 

Bur to make this Matter the more evident, 
I will particularly ſhow that they are capa- 
ble of all the Privileges mention'd. And, I 
think, it cannot be denied, but they are ca- 
pable of the Remiſſion of Sins. It they are 
capable of being under any Guilt, they are 
capable of having that Guilt forgiven them. 
They cannot then be with-held from this 


Sacrament upon the Account of any Inca- 


ty in this Caſe. | 
pacity Toy 
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5 They are capable alſo to receive the Gift 


of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanctiſie them, and diſ- 

ſe and enable them to live well, as they 
ſhall become capable to underſtand and 
chuſe their own Actions. Certainly it muſt 


not be ſaid, that the Holy Spirit cannot o- 


rate in the Souls of Infants; This were 
to limit the infinite Power of the Spirit of 
God: And to ſay this, were to contradict 
what is ſaid of our Saviour in Holy Scrip- 
ture, That he was an holy Thing even from 
his Conception and firſt Formation, being 
conceiv'd of the Virgin Mary by the Holy 


Ghoſt, Lule i. 35. That Children are ca- 


23 of the Graces of the Holy Spirit, and 


by that Hiſtory in the Goſpel, which we 
ha ve Mark 10. from Verſe 13, to 16. Our 
Saviour did lay his Hands on the Infants that 
were brought to him, and pray; and then 
he certainly obtain'd and did confer ſome ſpi- 


ritual Bleflings and Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 


upon them, and then Infants are capable of 
receiving theſe, ET 


They are capable, Taſtly, of being in a 
State of Salvation in this Life, while * 5 
and of being ſav'd and brought to the Ha 
ineſs of the next Life, if they die ſuch? 
hey may be in Covenant with God it ap- 
pears, then they may come to have a Cove- 
nant Right to his Favour, and then to have 


a Right to eternal Happineſs, and this is a 


State to Salvation, This cannot be denied by 

thoſe who will have it, that all Infants, both 

of Chriſtians and Heathens, ſhall be ſav'd by 
B what 


is Operations in them, is or gs prov'd 
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what Chriſt has done for Mankind without 
Baptiſm, or any Means to bring them into an 
Union to him, and Communion with him, 
And itis prov'd, indeed, that they are capa- 
ble of being in a State of Salvation by our Sa- 


viour's Words concerning them, Mark x. 14. 


Of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. Theſe 
Words prove they may have a Right to eter- 
nal Life, which is meant by being of the 
Kingdom of God, though they do not prove 
they can come at this Right without this Sa- 
crament ; nor indeed can they be interpreted 
to mean ſo, without making them contradict 
what our Saviour ſays, hu iii. 5. That 
none can enter into the Kingdom of God un- 
leſs they beborn of Water aud of the Spirit: 
And we muſt never put ſuch an Interpretation 
on any Words or Doctrine of our Saviour as 
would make him contradi& himſelf. | 
Thus it appears that Infants are capable 
of all that for which the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm is appointed by our Lord: And why 
then may we not believe he has appointed 
this Sacrament for them, as well as others? 
'There is nothing in ſuch an Appointment un- 
becoming the Wiſdom or any Attribute of 
God, nothing in it diſagreeing with the Na- 
ture of Things: And then there is no Abſur- 
dity, nor any thing unreaſonable in the Be- 
lief of this Appointment from any Incapacity 
in Infants of what the Sacrament is appointed 
and ſerves for. - 
Again, when you ſee a general Command 
to the Miniſters of the Church, to make Dit- 
ciples to Chriſt by Baptiſm, as in Marr. 


| xXxxvili. 


xxviii. 19. which does not particularly men- 


tion either Young or Old, Men or Women, 


but orders this to be done among all Nations, 


without the ſpecial Mention of any particular 
Sorts among them; you muſt needs believe, 


that the Command intends all ſhall receive 


the Sacrament that are vx ane of it, and 


then Infants muſt be included in that Com- 


mand, becauſe they are capable of the Ends 


it is appointed for. They are capable to be 


' Diſciples to Chriſt by Baptiſm, becauſe they 
are capable to be engaged to learn and obey 
the Doctrines and Laws of Chriſt; 5 


Again, when you ſee the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm eſtabliſh'd, as the ordinary and 


common Mean and Method for Mankind to 


enter into the Kingdom of God, and a Cove- 
nant State, which is the ſame thing, and ſo 
to ha ve a Right to everlaſting Happineſs, as 
he does hu ili. 5. you muſt needs believe 
this to be appointed for Infants, as well as o- 


thers, if they are capable of obtaining ſuch a 


Right, and to be entred into ſuch à State. 
Theſe Things will be more evident in treat- 
ing on the fellowing Arguments; and thus 
you ſhall fre the Arguments for the Truth 
ſtrengthening and agreeing with one another, 
while thoſe which Error makes uſe of to de- 


fend it ſelf do not conſiſt or agree. | 


COLETTE ODDO 5M 5b abgeht 


S 8 Ci. V. 


The Second Argument urg d to juſtifie the 


Saßtisging of Infants, 
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.. gCcording to the eſtabliſh'd Way aud Me- 
£#z tho of Salvation appointed to Man- 
king, the Sacrament of Baptiſin is ordina- 
rity neceſſary to Infants for Salvation. 
To make this very clear and plain to you, 
and prove it the better, I ſhall diſtinctly 
prove theſe following Propoſitions; in the 
roof of which this will become, I think, 
undeniable : (1. It has pleaſed God always 
to determine and arder, that his Favours to 
Mankind ſhall be diſpenſed in the Way of a 
Covenant. (2.) We muſt then be entred or 
engaged in Covenant with God, to have a 
Right and Claim to his Favour. (3.) When 
a Rite and Ceremony is appointed by God, 


| upon them that Engagement, and entred in- 
if to Covenant, the ſolemn Uſe of that Rite 
| and Ceremony is ordinarily neceſſary to the 


entring us into Covenant with God. (4.) 
7 The Sacrament of Baptiſm being the appoint- 
4 ed Right and Ceremony for fach Purpoſe, 
ö that is neceſſary in an ordinary Way to this. 
(5. If this be the common appointed Mean 
and Method of coming into Covenant with 
God, and to have a Right to his Favour, 
tis neceflary to Infants for this Purpoſe. 
Theſe Propoſitions I ſhall Rate and prove in 

Order as I have laid them. 


Firſt, It has pleaſed God always to deter- 
mine and order, that his Favours to Man- 
kind ſhall be diſpenſed in the Way of a Cove- 
nant; that is, he is pleaſed to propoſe his 


di- 


in the Uſe of which Mankind are to take 
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Law, and what he requires of us, as the Con- 


pou or Favour with God eſtabli ſh'd ſti 
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dition of his Favour, and to offer and pro- 
miſe his Favour upon Condition of our pay- 
ing the due Honour and Acknowledgment 
of him. This Way of God's Dealing with 


Mankind is evident in that ſhort Hiſtory 


which we have of the firſt Man. It was pro- 

ſed: to him, or laid upon him, as the Con- 
Acton of his enjoy ing the Favour of God, 
and the good Things which were given him, 
that he ſhould acknowledge God his Sove- 
reign, and obey his Laws: And through the 
whole Scripture afterwards does this Eſta- 
bliſhment appear, in that the Favour of God 
is always offered and promiſed upon the Con- 
dition of the Performance of our Duty; and 
it is every where declared, that without it 
we muſt not expect the Divine Favour. When 
God made Circumcifion a Rite'and Ceremo- 
ny of entring into Covenant with him, that 
is, that herequired on Man's Part, Walk be- 
fore me, and be thou perfect, Gen. xvii. I, 
And this is required there, as the Condition 
of enjoying what is promiſed on God's Part, 
which is, [ wil} be a God to thee. This 
was the State of Things before the Law of 
rg bk When God came to diſcover his Will 
by him, we ſhall find the ſame Law of et 


his is evident Zx.xix.5. where God ſays by 


Moſes to the Nation of 1/-ael, If you ⁊ o- 


bey my Voice indeed, aud keep my Covenant, 
then ye ſhall be a peculiar Treaſure to me 
above al People. It is for this Reaſon, and 
with this Signification and Meaning that the 


Ten Commandments, deli ver'd by God ſoon 
B 3 after 
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after this, are called, the Covenant which God 
propoſed to that People, as in Exo. xxxiv. 
28. The Pſalmiſt ſpeaks plainly, that this 
was the ſtated Method of Happineſs under 
the Law of Moſes, in ſaying, The Mercy 
of the Lord is from everlaſting to everlaſting 
fon them that fear him, aud his Righte- 
#r!fneſs to Childrens Children, to ſuch as 
keep his Covenant, an to thoſe that remem- 


Der his Commandments to do them. And 


you ſhall further ſee that this ſame is ſtill 
the eftabliſh'd Method and Order of God's 
Dealing with Men, and ſhowing them Fa- 
vour now under the Goſpel, as the Diſpenſa- 


tion, ſince the Coming of Chriſt, is wont to 


be call'd. Our Lord himſelf, in Proof of 
this, ſays, Not every one that ſaith unto 
me, Lord, Lora, ſhall enterinto the King- 
dom of Heaven, but he that aoth the Will 
of my Father which is in Heaven, Matt. 
vii. 21. When one ſaid unto him, Maſter, 
That goon Thing fpall T do 10 inherit eter- 
nal Life? He ſaid to him, F thou wilt en- 
rer into Life, keep the Commandments, 
Matt. xix. 16, 17. This is alſo fignified 
when *tis ſaid, Go gave his only begotten 
Sor, that whoſoever believes on him ſbould 
not periſh, but have ee Life, John 
iii. 16. and when St. Paul ſays of Jeſus 
Chriſt, That God hath ſez him forth to be 
a Propitiation through Faith in his Bloos, 
Rom. iii. 25. and when tis ſaid of the 
Chriſt, He is become the Author of eternal 
Salvation to them that obey him, Heb. v. 
9. All theſe Scriptures ſhow, that the Fa- 
| | vour 
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your of God to Mankind is diſpenſed» in the 
Way of a Covenant, and that the paying to 
God due Honour and Acknowledgment is 
the eftabliſh'd Order, and Condition, and 
Method of our enjoying his Favour, and our 
Happineſs therein, | Religion and our Happi- 
neſs are inſeparably join'd in the Nature of 
the Things, and in the Divine Inſtitution. 


Second y, It neceſſarily follows from hence, 
and is connected with it, that we muſt come 
under Engagement, Vow and Promiſe to per- 
form our Duty, that we may enter into Cove: 
nant with God, and may have a Right to 
the Favours promiſed on his Part of the Co- 
venant. This is certainly very clear and evi- 
dent; we cannot be in Covenant, unleſs we 
are engaged to perform the Conditions re- 
8 of God's Fa vour, nor have Right to 
the Mercies promiſed by God, unleſs we are 
ſo engaged, and are thereby in Covenant with 
him. That we may be united to Chriſt, 
and come to partake with him in thoſe Pri- 
vileges and Bleſfings which he has purcha» 
ſed tor Mankind, we muſt be ſolemnly de- 
voted to ſerve and honour God. This is 
HY taught us by St. Paul, in that he 
peaks of thoſe who were not in Covenant 
with God, as upon that Account without 
Chriſt, and without Hope, Eph. ii. 12. 
Speaking there to thoſe Chriſtians concerning 
the Condition they were in before they were 
converted to Chriſtianity, he ſays, At that 
Time ye were without Chriſt, being Aliens 
from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, aud 

B 4 | STran- 
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Strangers from the Covenant of Promiſe, 
having no Hope, aud without God in the 
World: They had no Intereſt in the Favour 


of God by Jeſus Chriſt. The Conditions of 


God's Favour muſt be perform'd, that we 
may enjoy the Exerciſes of it, and attain our 
Happineſs when we are capable of 'perform- 


ing them, and then we muſt needs be bound 


and engaged to perform thoſe Conditions at 
| leaf, and till we become capable to perform 
"them, that we may be taken into Covenant 
'with God, and havea Right to his Favour 
and our Happineſs, or be in a State of Sal- 
vation. | e 


- Thirdly, When a Rite and Ceremony is 


appointed by God to be the Inſtrument and 


Mean to bring us into Covenant with him, 
that is, of 1 upon us the Engagement 
to ſerve and honour him, and of coming to 
a Right to his Favour; we cannot in an or— 
dinary Way be in a State of Favour, but in 
and by the ſolemn Uſe of ſuch a Rite and 
Ceremony for the appointed Purpoſe. If we 
ſhould take upon us this Engagement in any 
other Way, when that Rite and Ceremony 
might be uſed, and is neglected, this would 
not be accepted with God, nor bring us into 
a State of Favour with him. Such a Rite 


and Ceremony becomes by his Inſtitution of 


it, a neceſſary Mean of Salvation, and the 


Uſe of it a Part of the Condition: To neglect. 


the Uſe of it for the appointed Purpoſe, is 
to deſpiſe a Law of God, and to contradict 
our Engagement to obey his Laws, even 0 
e the 


2. . 
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the very engaging to obey them, when we 
ſhould ꝓretend to take upon us that Engage- 
ment, while we neglect to do it in and by the 
Uſe of that Rite and Ceremony which he 
has appointed for the Purpoſe. As God does 
not lightly or vainly appoint Ordinances and 
Means of partaking his Favour, he will or- 
dinarily make them anſwer the Ends they 
are appointed for in the due Uſe of them, 
and it muſt be expected he will let Men go 
without that Grace and Favour which they 
were defign'd to make them Partakers of, if 
they defpiſe and neglect thoſe his Ordinan- 
ces. Methinks, none ſhould venture to deny 
or leſſen the Neceſſity of obeying a poſitive 

Inſtitution of God, or of uſing a Rite and 
Ceremony which he has appointed as a Mean 
of his Favour, when we know that all Sin & 
and Miſery came into this World by and for 
the Neglect of Obedience to a poſitive Inſti- 
tution of God, when our firſt Parents ſuffer- 
ed themſelves to believe, that their eating of 
the forbidden Fruit was not ſo much inſiſted 


eaſure, to trangreſs that 


on by God, but hey might venture, without 
pl 


we incurring much Di 
any Prohibition. But all this Reaſoning will be 
ony juſtified, and this Propoſition appear full 
uld prov'd in the Account we have of the fir{ 
nto lain and evident Inſtitution of a Rite and 
ite eremony for ſuch Purpoſe. See then wh 
of is ſaid of Circumciſion, Gen. xvii. at: 
the firſt Inſtitution of that: We may learn it 
ect | to be a Token of a Covenant with Go "Wins 
Hong Sign that the circum:iſed Perſon was «© „ 4 
ict 1 n. ' ' F » Nrreꝗ | 
- into Covenant with him, and a Me n, 6 
he 11 which 
Fe — 2 1 SOT * 7 be” 
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Which it was done: Theſe Things may be 


were not circumci 
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ſeen in the roth and 11th Verſes there; and 
it 1s expreſly ſaid concerning it in the -14th 
Verſe of that . that if any of thoſe 

ed, who were obliged in 
this Way to be entred into Covenant with 
God, they would be reckoned to break his 
Covenant, that is, to diſobey and deſpiſe his 
Law in this Caſe; and their Condition would 


be this, that they ſhould be cut off from his 


People, that is, they ſhould not be reckoned 
that Body or Number of Men who 


among 
were the Objects of his peculiar Favour, gs 
© 


ſhould not be reckoned in Covenant with G 


nor to have any Right to his Favour, 


Fourthiy, The Sacrament of Baptiſm be- 
ing now the appointed Rite and Ceremony 
of taking upon us an Engagement to ſerve 


pe honour God, and ſo of entring us into 


Covenant with him, it is ordinarily neceſſary 
to all Perſons for their Salvation; it is ne- 
ceſſary to unte us to Chriſt, and to our ob- 
taining a Right to the Favours and Bleſſings 
purchaſed by him for Mankind, which are 
the Things promiſed on God's Part in the 
Covenant of Grace, That this Sacrament 
is a Rite and Ceremony appointed by God 


to bring us under an Engagement to ſerve 


and honour him, St. Peter ſignifies, 1 Per. 
ii. 21, where he ſays, Japtiſin ſaves us, not 


the putting away the Filth of the Fleſh, 


but the Anſwer, Stipulation or Engage- 
ment, /, 4 good Conſcience towards God. 
He ſays, Baptiſm ſaves us, as it contains 


ſuch 


% 
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ſuch an Engagement on our Part, and inti- 
mates, that ſuch an Engagement is neceſſary 
to our Sal vation, and by Conſequence, that 
this Sacrament is ſo too, which is appointed 
to bring us under ſuch an Engagement. And 
that this Sacrament is now the appointed 
Rite to bring us into Covenant with God, 
and a State of Favour, ſo as that we may 
have a Right te and partake of his eternal 
Mercies, I ſhall ſhow you from ſeveral Pla- 
ces of the New Teſtament. Our Saviour 


fbr lu. the Eſtabliſhment of this Sacrament 
0 


r ſuch Purpoſe as ſally as Words can expreſs 
it, in 70/72 111, 5. in ſaying, Except one be 
born again of Water and of the Spirit, he 


cannot enter into the Kingdom of God. 


Theſe Words eſtabliſh the being born of Wa- 
ter, that is, the taking of this Sacrament to 
be the Method and Mean of entrins into the 
Kingdom of God, which is but another 
Phraſe for being in Covenant here on Earth, 
or in a State of Salvation, and for the final aud 
compleat Happineſs of the Saints in Heaven. 
Again, St. Peter ſpeaks of this Sacramerſt 
to the ſame Purpoſe, Acts ji. 38, 39. he ſays 
to the Jews, Repent and be baptized every 
one of you for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye 


foall receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
for the Promiſes to you, &c. By the Pro- 


miſe, he means the Covenant of Promiſe, 
they might be admitted into Covenant with 
God, even the Covenant which would aſſure 
to them eternal Life : But he lets them know, 


they mult repent ard be bavtized ro obtain 
the Promiſe that is to be admitted into that 


Co- 
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Covenant, and partake of the Bleſſings of it, 
therefore he bids them repent and be baptized 
for the Remiſſion of Sins, and that they 
might receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Which are ſome of the Bleſſings and Favours 


of that Covenant. They who had been guil- | 


ty of actual Sin, muſt actually repent of their 
Sin, and could not enter into Covenant with- 
out this, they could not ſincerely and rightly 
come under an Engagement to ſerve and ho- 
nour God without Repentance of their Sin: 
And, beſides this, they muſt alſo be bapti- 
zed, they muſt obey our Lord in the Uſe of 
this Inſtitution, and in binding themſelves 
therein to learn and obey his Goſpel. Ano- 
ther Scripture, and all I ſhall now mention, 
where this will appear to you, that this Sa- 
crament is the ordinary appointed Rite to 
bring Men into a State of ended, or Co- 


venant State, is that in Mark xvi. 16. where 
our Saviour 775 He that believes aud 1s 


baptized ſhall be ſaved. Theſe Words join 
—_——_ with Faith, as what is required in 
order to Salvation: It is fo be obſerv'd, the 
Words do not require Faith in order to B. p- 


ti m, but they require Faith and Baptiſm in 


order to Salvation: This Sacrament then is 
there made neceſſary in an ordinary Way to 
the Salvation of Men, and is fignified to be 
row the common appointed Rite and Mean 
of coming into Covenant with God and a 


State of Salvation. 


Fifth.'y, To conclude then, and make up 
the Fioof of the Neceflity of Baptiſm to In- 


fants, 
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fants, I have added, that if Baptiſm be eſta- 
bliſhed as a common” Method and Mean of 
Salvation, Infants cannot in an ordinary Way 
be ſav'd without it, when it may be had; 
tis necefſary to them to enter and engage 


them in Covenant with God, and ſo to bring 


them into a State of Salvation. We may 
argue for the Neceſſity of this Sacrament to 
them from thoſe Scriptures, which ſignifie 
it neceflary to all: When our Saviour ſays, 
None can enter into the Kingdom of Goa, 
excepr he be born of Water, or baptized, 
this eſtabliſhes the Neceſſity of it to all 


therefore alſo to Infants. Our Saviour would 
not have ſpoken the Eſtabliſhment in ſuch 
'general Terms, if he had not intended to in- 
clude all ſorts in it; and what he ſpeaks in 
ſo general Terms as will includeInfants, with- 


out any the leaſt Intimation to except them, 
we cannot, without Preſumption and Sin, 
interpret ſo as to exclude them. You may 
tell theſe deluded People, as you ſee Occafion, 
that they are deceived when they think, that 
becauſe the Word Mar is expreſſed in this 
Text, therefore it is to be confin'd to grown 


Perſons, for the Word Man is not in the 


Greek, but the Expreſſion fignifies as J have 
| 1 before. „ 
lou may obſerve alſo to this Purpoſe, that 
the Apoſtle Peter, in Acts ii. 38, 39. di- 
rects to Baptiſm in order to obtaining the 
Promiſe, or the promiſed Favours of the New 
Covenant: He tells the eos, The Pro- 
miſe is to you and to your Children, that is, 
both you and they may be admitted into the 


C 


and 
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Covenant of Grace, and yet urges them to 
Repentance and Baptiſm in order to their Ad- i 
miſſion to it, and as neceſſary thereto; for u 
he plainly makes theſe neceſſary to their ob- v 
taining the Remiſſion of Sins and the Gift b 
of the Holy Ghoſt, which are ſome of the e 
Favours promiſed on God's Part of the Cove- p 
nant: They having committed actual Sin, n 
muſt 12 repent; and if they did ſo, b 
this was not enough, if this Sacrament could 1 
be had, it would not ſerve their turn alone, 8 
but they muſt alſo be baptized; they muſt t 
in this Way take upon them a ſolemn Engage- li 
ment to believe and obey. And then he I 
teaches them, that although the Promiſe be- n 
longed to their Infants too, they might be h 
ſaved, yet they muſt be baptized to obtain ti 
the Promiſe: Theſe Words are a general Di- 1 
rection to Baptiſm, as a neceſſary Mean tor r 
them to obtain the Promiſe, to whom it does 7 
belong, therefore it is neceſſary to Infants F 
| alſo = this Purpoſe: And it is to be con- 0 
cluded from this Text, that as the grown Per- f 
ſons were not to obtain the Promiſe without i: 
this Sacrament, ſo neither ſhould their Chil- t 
dren; though they might be ſaved by Chriit, t] 
yet they might not be ſaved by him without v 
3 as the ignorant People of this Sect 1 
are taught to believe and ſay. No Reaſon c 
can be imagined-or aligned, why the Sacra- ti 
ment muſt be neceſſary to the Parents to ob- p 
tain the Promiſe, and not to the Children, \ 
to thoſe whocould repent, though they ſhould 4 
do ſo, and yet not to their Children, who t 
needed no Repentance. li 


Fur- 
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Further, we muſt believe | this Sacrament 


in an ordinary Way neceſſary to Infants, and 
when it ma be had, to bring them into Co- 
venant with God and a State of Salvation, 
becauſe as we find this the common appoint- 
ed Way for this, ſo we find no other Way ap- 
pointed for Infants. If the Uſe of this Sacra- 


ment was diſpenſed with to any Perſon, who 
by his own Reſolution alone came under the 


Engagement to believe and obey, when this 
Sacrament could not be had, which ſeems 
the Cafe of the Thief, who became a Be- 


liever on the Croſs, yet it appears by ſeveral 


Inſtances in the New Teſtament, that it was 


not to be diſpenſed with in thoſe who might 


have iti though they had conceiv'd Reſolu- 
tions ſuitable to the Baptiſmal Engagement. 


Thus we ſee this Sacrament thought neceſſa- 


ry to the Eunuch, both by himſelf and by 


Philip, tho' he had and profeſs'd his Faith, 


Acts viii. 36, 37. And it was thought ne- 


ceſſary to Cornelius and his Friends by the 
Apoſtle Peter, though the Holy Ghoſt was 


fallen upon them while he was preaching to 
them, as we ſee Acts x. 47, 48. And it was 
thought neceſſary by Auanias to Saul, not- 


withſtanding that he was penitent, Acts xxii. 


16. Now from theſe Things we muſt needs 
conclude this Sacrament neceſſary to Infants, 
to give them a Right to Salvation and Hap- 
pineſs, eſpecially becauſe they can no other 
Way come under the Engagement which muſt 
bring Men into Covenant with God, and ſo 


to have ſuch a Right. This People will be- 


lieve, Infants may be ſav'd by Chriſt, and re- 
| com- 
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commend themſelves by this their Opinion to 
ignorant People; but they will not know how 


Infants ſhall come to belong to Chriſt, and 


to be ſaved by him, becauſe they will not be- 
heve they may come to this in the common 
appointed Way : But till they can ſhew us in 
Scripture another Way of Salvation by Chriſt 
appointed for Infants befides the common 
one, or that 'tis expreſly ſaid they cannot, 
ſhall not be ſav'd in the common Way, we 
muſt believe they are to be ſaved in the com- 
mon appointed Way, and muſt apply and 
uſe that Mean of Salvation to them, and ac- 
count it ordinarily neceſſary totheir Salvation. 
Thus I have, I think, ſufficiently-proved 
from Scripture the Neceſſity of Baptiſm to 
Infants in an ordinary Way for theiriSalvation. 
Theſe Things, I beſeech you carefully to 
obſerve, and to hold faſt the Belief of this 


Matter, which I have ſo much inſiſted on, 


to fortifie you the better againſt the common 
Method of Seducing which the Leaders of 
that Set make uſe of: For they firſt ſet up- 
on you in their Diſcourſes to leſſen the Ne- 
ceſſity of this Sacrament, and will tell you, 
they believe all Infants may be ſaved by 
Chriſt, whether they be the Children of Hea- 
thens or Chriſtians, without Baptiſm, and 


ſo they repreſent it needleſs to Infants: And 


they will ſpeak lightly of the Neceſſity of 
Baptiſm even to grown Perſons, and ſay, 
they do not make it ſo neceſſary even to dee 


| Perſons, as ſome will have it to be to Infants; 


and thus they will get you to neglect and let 


alone the Baptizing of your Infants, 3 
| : they 
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they have prevailed with any thus to think 
this Sacrament an indifferent 'Thing and a 
needleſs Ceremony, then they endeavour to 
draw them further, and to make them con- 
demn the Baptizing of Infants as unlawtul 
and wicked, and' as the Prophaning of an 
holy Ordinance. When they have gained 
them to this Degree of Error, then they fall 
7. them with the Nullity of the Baptiſm 
which | themſelves received in their Infancy, 
and tell them, they were not baptized, and 
therefore areno Chriſtians, are out of Chrift, 
and without Hope of Salvation for want of 
it; then they urge the Neceſſity of Baptiſm 
to their Salvation, that they may get them 
to be re-baptized by them, and ſo may ſecure 
and confirm them to their Error and Party : 
Thus they get the utmoſt Extravagance of 
their Error to go down by Degrees, and 
mince it, as we may ſay, that fooliſh People 
may the better ſwallow it all at length, 
when they find they cannot get them to ſwal- 
low it whole at once, I 

Now if this Sacrament be neceſſary to Sal- 
vation, and that even to Infants, then we 
muſt believe God has appointed them to be 
baptiz'd, becauſe he has allow'd — 
vation, as we may ſee in Scripture : Can he 
be thought to allow them Salvation, and de- 
ny em what is neceſſary to them to obtain it? 
Again, if this be neceſſary to Salvation, 
tis a Cruelty in thoſe who have the Diſpoſal 
of ' Infants to with-hold them from it when 
it may be had, *tis to with-hold them from 
what is ordinarily neceſſary to their * 
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and a Neglect to do what they have in their 
Power to do towards the ſecuring their Chil- 
drens Salvation, which is to neglect their 


Salvation. 5 | 

Again, tis a Preſumption and Sin to ex- 
pect the Salvation of Infants without this, 
when it may be had; for when God appoints 


this for an ordinary Way of bringing them 


into a State of Salvation, tis a plain Pre- 


ſumption to expect their Salvation when we 
.neglect this; tis to expect their Salvation 


without any Ground or Promiſe from God 
for it: They ha ve no Ground in Scripture 
to expect their Salvation, who wilfully with- 
hold them from this Sacrament, and who 
withhold them, as having no Right to, this 


Sacrament; and ſuch Preſumption and Sin 


are the wretched People guilty of who are 


involy'd in this Error. 1 
A a k ban 
dae 


The Third Argument urged to juſtifie the 
ej Baptizing of Infants. 


A other Argument you may inſiſt upon to 
4 defend your Baptiſm is this, There is 


abunuaut Evidence in Holy Soripture, 
that God allows the Infants of beheving 


ani baptized Parents to be baptized, and 
good Warrant therein for the bringing and 
admitting them to this Sacrament. I ſhall 
ſet ſome of the Evidence of this before you 
in proving theſe Three Propoſitions follow- 
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ing: (I.) It is evident that God has allow'd 
Infants formerly as much as the Baptizing of 
them comes to. (2.) We have good Ground to 
believe that he allows them ſtill as much as 
he has formerly allow'd them. (3. ) We have 
good Ground and Reaſon directly to believe, 
that he allows them to be baptized. Theſe 
Particulars being prov'd will ſtrengthen each 
other, and, I think, renders it undeniable 
that the Baptizing of Infants is lawful, ſuffi- 
ciently warranted in the Word of God, which, 
we acknowledge, ought to be our Rule in 


Religion. < | 
_ Firſt, 1 ſay then, It has pleaſed God to 


allow Infants formerly as much as the Ba 


tizing of them comes to: And from thence 
we may conclude, that he {till allows them 
as much as that, and ſo that he allows them 


to be baptized. I have already made good this, 


that God has formerly allow'd them as much, 
in proving that they are capable of being en- 
gaged in Covenant with God, from Deut. 
XX1X. I2, 13, 14. Where we find they were 


ſo engaged, and that was a Covenant 5 
by Virtue of which they came to be reckone 


among God's peculiar People, and thoſe to 
. whom he would be a God. I have prov'd it 


further, in ſhowing you, that they are capa- 


ble of being engaged in ſuch a Covenant by a 


Sacrament, from Gen. xvii. where we ſee In- 
tants of Eight Days old were ordered to be 
engaged inſuch a Covenant by Circumciſion: 
Thave prov'dit alſo, in ſhowing you, that 
they are capable of being engag'd in ſuch a 
Covenant by Baptiſm, Zx04. xix. 10. which, 


" * 


44 The Plain Man's Defence 
Iſaid, the Zewiſh Writers underftood as an 
Order and Command to Moſes to enter their 
whole Nation into Covenant with God by 
Baptiſm ; and that the Infants were fo en- 
gaged, as well as others, at that Time, ap- 
ears, as I have ſaid, from Deut. v. 2, z. 
Theſe Scriptures do all evidently prove Infants 
capable of as much as the Baptizing of them 
comes to, and they prove that by proving 
that God has ordered, and therefore allowed 
as much as that. Theſe Inſtances prove our 
preſent Propofition beyond all Denial : That 
God has formerly allow'd Infants as much 
as the Baptizing them comes to; that is, the 
Admitting them into ſuch a Covenant with 
him as took them into the Number of his 
ſelect and peculiar People, to whom he would 
have ſpecial Favour and Regard, and fo 
into a State of Salvation. Et oy 


Q ; 1 


Sieconadly, 1 proceed then to prove the ſe- 
cond Propoſition, which is, That we have 
good Ground to believe God does allow to 
| nagt ſtill as much as he did formerly al- 
low them in this Matter. I ſhall ſhow you 
that we have Two very good Grounds for 
this at leaſt in the New Teſtament, which 
ate theſe; One is, That Chriſtians are reck- 
on'd and {aid to be the Seed of Abraham, 
which means as they are Followers of him 
in his Faith and Obedience. „ite 
The other is, That the Chriſtian Church 
is reckon'd and ſpoke of as being but one 
Church with the Jewiſh one, and a Continu- 
ation of the ſame Church. 1 
| riſt- 
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Chriſtians are reckon'd and ſaid to be he Z 


Seed of Abraham, therefore we may believe 
their Infants to beallow'd the Privilege and 
Favour which was allow'd the Infants of the 
Seed of Abraham formerly. They are rec- 
kon'd and {aid to be the Seed of Abraham, 
as you may ſee, Gal. iii. 29. where the Apo- 
ſtle to the baptized Chriſtians of that Chur ch 


ſays, If ye be Chriſt's, then are ye Abraham's 
Seed; intimating both that they were Chriſt's, 
and were alſo Abraham's Seed. Now we 
ſee by Ger. xvii. That the Seed of Abra- 


ham, that is, thoſe naturally deſcended from 
him, had the Privilege and Right, being 
themſelves Circumciſed, to admit Infants 
naturally deſcended from them into Covenant 
with him for Salvation by the Sacrament of 
Circumciſion. Further, We ſhall find by 
the 12, and 13th Yeſes of that Chapter, that 
the Natural Seed of Abrahaiz had the Pri- 
vilege of admitting into Covenant with God, 


| by the appointed Sacrament, not only their 


Natural Seed, but alſ thoſe Infants which 


were otherwiſe theirs than by natural De- 


ſcent from them. Tis ſaid, He that is 
born in the Houſe, or bought with Money 
of a Stranger, who is not of thy Seed, muſt 


needs be Circumciſed. This Allowance was 


made to Abraham, and eſtabliſh'd here as a 
Law for his Poſterity tor Ages to come, But 


can we think the Natural Seed of Abraham. 


were allow'd to bring ſuch Children into Co- 
venant with God as were not their Natural 


| Seed or Off-{pring; and that thoſe who are 


the Seed of Abraham by Faith, have not = 
: ri 
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Privilege to bring their natural Off- ſpring in- 
to Covenant with God, by the. appointed 


Sacrament? Further, We find that thoſe 


who were the Seed of Abraham, as Followers 
of him in his Faith and Obedience, tho' they 


were not naturally deſcended from him, had 


this Privilege allow'd them of bringing their 
natural O age or any Infants which they 
had the Diſpoſal of, into Covenant with 


God by the appointed Sacrament. This is 


evident, Exod. xii. 48. where we have this 
Rule concerning the Paſſover : When a 
Stranger . ſpall ſojourn with thee, and will 
keep the Paſſover to the Lord, let all his 
Males be Circumciſed, aud then tet him 
come near and keep it, "Tis expreſly {aid 
in the ſame Verſe, no uncircumciſed Perſon 
ſhall eat the Paſſover, that is, no Male that 
is uncircumciſed ; and then the Law figni- 
fies, that the Stranger himſelf, one not of 
the natural Sced of Abraham, being circum- 
ciſed, his Males might be ſo too, + might 
admit his Infants into Covenant by 
this Sacrament: And this ſure will give us 
good Ground to believe, that the ſame Pri- 
vilege is {till allow'd to thoſe who are the 
Secd of Abraham, as Followers of him in 
his Faith and Obedience; and then fince 
Chriſtians are ſuch, we have Reaſon to be- 
lieve they are allow'd this Privilege. It can- 
not be imagined why this ſhould be grant 
ed before, and denied now. To be ſure, there 
is no Evidence nor good Proof, much leſs any 
expreſs Proof, that it is deny'd now, notwith- 


ſtanding that theſe People are perſwaded 0 


ob- 


of bs Baptiſm. ay 
"rs obſtinately to deny it. We ſee herein God 


ad has allow'd the Infants of the Seed of Abra- 
fe ham as much as the baptizing of them 
rs comes to, therefore we may conclude, that 
ey he allows the Infants of Chriſtians ſtill as 
ad much as this, 1 4% ſince they alſo are 
TY reckoned the Seed of Abrahain. We ſee the 


Privilege allow'd to thoſe who were but ſo 
the Seed of Abraham as Chriſtians are, and 
were not naturally deſcended from him in 
the Times of the Zewiſh Church; there- 
fore we conclude, it is allow'd to ſuch ſtill, and 
therefore allow'd to Chriſtians. ts 
The other Ground we have to believe that 
as much is allowed to the Chriſtian Church 
in this Matter, as was formerly allow'd the 
Zewiſh one, is this, That we find the Chri- 
ſtian Church reckon'd and ſaid to be but as 
it were a Continuation of the Ve Church, 
or but as one Church with that. The Zewwrfp : 
Church remain'd, and was continued in thoſe 
of that Nation and Church who believ'd in 
Chriſt : and they were the Foundation and 
Beginning of the Chriſtian Church, and 
thoſe who were converted to Chriſtianity 
| were but added to the fame Church: This 
the Apoſtle Paul does molt evidently and 
fully teach us, Ro. xi. 17. He there com- 
pares the Church of God in the Times be- 
tore the Coming of Chriſt to an Olive-Tree ; 
From this Tree or Church, he ſays, ſome 
Branches upon the Coming of Chriit were 
broken off, and others were added in their 
Room and Place, the Tree or Church fill 
remaining in Being. By the Branches bro- 
| | ken 
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48 The Plain Man's Defence 
ken off, he means thoſe of the Zezwiſp Church, 
who would not believe in Chriſt; by the 
Branches grafted into their Place, he means 
thoſe who from among the Gentiles, or o- 
ther Nations of the World, were converted 
to Chriſtianity and baptized : Theſe were 
grafted in among thoſe Branches which re- 
mained, that is, among N be- 
liev'd, therefore the Olive-Tree, or Church 
of God, ſtill remain'd and was continu'd: 
Thoſe Heathen Converts were added to a 
Church ſtill in Being: It was then {till one 
and the ſame Church, the Company. of thoſe 
who partake in the Merits and Righteouſ- 
neſs oF Jeſus Chriſt, but made up now of 
the believing Zews and Gentiles. 7 
No the Caſe being thus, we muſt needs 
think that the Church which continued did 
retain the ſame Privilege in this Caſe which 
they had before, of admitting their Infants 
by a Sacrament into the Church, unleſs this 
had been expreſly and evidently forbidden 
them, as it is not, And if they retain'd 
the ſame Privilege ſtill which they had be- 
fore, then others which were added to them, 
and came to be Members of the ſame Church, 
we mult believe were continued in the ſame 
Privilege. We can ſee no good Reaſon to 
believe that thoſe who were admitted into 
the ſame Church have not the ſame Privi- 
lege which others, who continued in it, en- 
joy'd, and which they enjoy'd as Members 
ok the Church. We may then conclude, that 

both might bring their Infants into Cove- 


nant with God by the Sacrament 7 
75 5 | = of 
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for ſuch | Purpoſe, fince we ſee the former 


Church, or rather the ſame, in former Times 
was allow'd to do ſo. The Fews had this 
Privilege of admitting their Infants into Co- 
venant with God, as themſelves were by 
ſuch Admiſſion Members of the Church, not 
meerly by their natural Neſcent from Abra- 
ham: This appears in that we find thoſe 
who were Members of that Church, tho' 
they were not natural or born Myaelites, had 


this Privilege allowed them, as we ſee by 


Exod. xii. 48. And if we find any that 
were Members of that Church, tho' they 
were not natural Myaelites, had this Privilege 
allow'd them, as we may ſay, it was allow'd 
them as Members of the Church; ſo we 
may juſtly believe, that others, who are Mem- 
bers of the ſame Church, tho' they are not na- 
tural Deſcendants of Abraham, ha ve this Pri- 
vilege allow'd ſtill; and then Chriſtians 
muſt be concluded to have this Privilege al- 
low'd them, when there is nothing ſaid a- 
gainſt it in all the Word of God. This gives 
us very good Ground to believe, that the In- 
fants of Chriſtian and baptized Parents have 
Right to, and are allow'd as much as the 
baptizing them comes to, that is, the being 
entred into Covenant by a Sacrament ; to ſee 
that Chriſtians are Members of the ſame 
Church with thoſe who are known to have 
had that Privilege. | 


| Thirdly, We have good Ground and Rea- 


{on in the New-Teſtament to believe direct- 
Iy, that God does 155 Infants of believing, 
| . and 
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50 The Plain Man's Defence 
and baptized Parents to be baptized. I ſhall of 


point you to ſeveral Texts of Scripture be 
where ſuch Ground does appear, and where to 
we have. good Warrant for the Church's thi 
Practice in this Caſe. 7 M 

One of them is thoſe Words of our Saviour, he 
*poken concerning Infant Children, in Mar- wh 


. I4. Of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. That Ste 
heſe Words were ſpoken of Infant Children, th! 


appears in that St. Luke, relating the ſame Ste 
Affair, ſays, they were young Iufants that ry 
were brought to our Saviour, and that he as 
ſaid, Of ſuch is the King dom of God, Luk. tif 
XV111. 15, 16. When the Adverſaries of In- a 8 
fant Baptiſm would prove hence, that Infants the 
may be ſav'd, they grant that Infants are of ed 
the Kingdom of God, as well as grown Per- 8 
ſons who reſemble them, and that the Words ma 
include them, as well as ſuch as they. The ma 


Text ſays, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of God; 
but it does not ſay, they are of the King- 
dom of God without Baptiſm, becauſe ano- 
ther Text ſays, None can enter into the 
Kingdom of God unteſs they be bapti ved 
Joh. iii. 5. It means then, they are allow'd 
by God to be of his Kingdom, and may be 
admitted into it: And as this Kingdom of 
God may mean both the Church of Chriſt 
on Earth, and the State of the Bleſſed in 
Heaven, our Saviour's Words may be under- 
food to fignifie that Infants may be admit 
ted into his Church, and may be ſaved by 
Ra. „ 

Now this being ſaid by our Saviour, does 
plainly fignifie and conclude his AVG 
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of their being baptized: He allows them to 
be brought into Covenant with God, and ſo 
to a State of Salvation, for this is the ſame 
thing with entring into the Kingdom of 
God, and then we have Ground to believe 
he does here allow them the Sacrament 
whereby they may be brought into ſuch a 
State, the Sacrament. which is appointed for 
this Uſe, -even to enter Perſons into ſuch a 
State, and which is the common and ordina- 
ry Way wherein all Perſons do enter into ſuch 
a State, and that is, the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, Shall we ſay, he allows them to be in 
a State of Salvation, but we know not how 
they ſhall come into it, when he has appoint- 
ed 4 common Way ſor Perſons to come into 
it, and which Infants are capable of. If they 
may be ſav'd, we muſt needs believe they 
may come into a State of Salvation in the 
odinity Way: unle's it had been expreſly 
ſaid, they muſt not, or ſome other Way had 


been evidently appointed for them. How 


can it be imagined with any Appearance of 
Reaſon, that our Lord has deny'd them the 


ordinary appointed Mean, when he allows 


them the Grace and Favour, which that is 


a Mean of, and is appointed to admit Men 
to? Why ſhould we think the leſs with-held 
from them, when they are allow'd the great- 


er? Is the holy Sacrament of Baptiſm a more 
| holy Thing ch 
pointed to admit Men to? Or can Infants be 


an the State which it is ap- 


declared by our Saviour not unworthy, as 


ſuch, of that holy State, and ſhall we think 


them unworthy of the Sacrament of Admiſſi- 
| C2 on ? 
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on? Our Lord has plainly taught us they 
are not unworthy. of the Sacrament hercin, 
and has given us good Warrant to Baptize 
them. Theſe People in allowing Intants 
Salvation by Chriſt without Baptiſm, and 
denying them the Sacrament, are guilty of 
the Abſurdity of ſaying they are allow'd the 
Inward and Spiritual Grace of the Sacrament, 
but not allow'd the outward Sign of Water, 
and the Application of that. And who can 
think that our Saviour ſhould ſet a greater 
Value upon the Application of Water to In- 
fants, than upon the Application of the Pur- 
chaſes of his moſt precious Blood to ſuch, ſo 
as to allow them the Latter, but deny them 
the Former? It is to be concluded then from 
theſe Words of our Saviour, That he allows 
Infants to be baptized, and this is a good 
Warrant to do it. 

Again, This may be concluded from what 
St. Peter ſays to the Jews, Acts ii. 38, 
39. Repent, and be baptized every one of 
von in the Name of the Lord Feſus, for the 
Remaiſſion of Sins, and ye ſhalt receive the 
Gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; 1 the Promiſe 
75 unto you, and to your Children. By the Pro- 
miſe, he means the promiſed Mercies of the 
Covenant of Grace, which are Remiſſion of 
Sins, and the Sanctification of the Holy 
Spirit, and eternal Life. He ſays this Pro- 
miſe was to them and to their Children, 
meaning that both might have Right to 
theſe promiſed Mercies, they might be taken 
into Covenant with God, that Covenant 


which is the Method of Salvation, and 
. woul 


ws 
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would bring them into a State of Salvation. 
He means alſo here their Infant Children, 
for he mention'd their Children to induce 
them the rather to come in to Chriſt, and 
then he means ſuch Children as would be the 


better for their coming in to Chriſt, and this 


muſt be Infant Children: And by the Men- 
tion of their Children, he makes his Argu- 
ment to be this; That if they would enter 
into Covenant, their Infant Children might 
be admitted into Covenant too. Now if the 
Promiſe was to the Infant Children, and 
they might be admitted into Covenant when 


their Parents were ſo, and Baptiſm is the 


ordinary Way and Mean appointed for Ad- 
miſſion into Covenant, then the Apoſtles 
Words clearly fignifie Infants might be ſo 
admitted, they might be baptized. 

But there is yet farther Evidence for this 
in theſe Words: And that is, that he directs 
to Baptiſm here as the Mean of — 
the promiſed Mercjes of the Covenant. 1 


Baptiſm be a neceſſary Mean of obtaining 


the Promiſe, as his Direction to it for that 


re he could not ſay the Pro- 
miſe 


belongs to Infant Children, if the ne- 


ceſſary Mean of obtaining the Promiſe were 


not allow'd them. If this be not allow'd 
them, the excluding them from the Mean, 
is the excluding them from the Promile. 
We cannot reaſonably think the Apoſtle 


would at the ſame time ſay, the Promiſe. 


belongs to Infant Children, and urge to Bap- 
tiſm as the Mean for them to obtain the 


Promiſe to whom it does belong, without 


C 3 mean- 
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meaning that then this Mean of obtaining 
the Promiſe belongs, and is allow'd to them 
alſo. Thus we may conclude the Allowance 
of their Baptiſm from this Text. 

The Adverſaries of Infant Baptiſm will 
tell you, that in this Text it is prov'd that 
they muſt repent who may be baptized ; 
and therefore the Baptiſm of Infants is not 
allow'd here. But you are to obſerve, the 
Apoſtle does not !'av, Repent, that ye may 
be baptized, which were to mean as they 
would have him : But he ſays, Repent and 
be baptized for the Remiſfion of Sins. And 
you may tell them Repentance is indeed ne- 
ceſſary in order to Baptiſm in thoſe who 
hare committed actual Sin, but is not neceſ- 
fary in order to Baptiſm of ſuch as need no 
Repentance. And we find Baptiſm to have 
been adminiſtred to one that needed no Re- 
pentance, that is, to our Saviour, therefore 
Repentance is not abſolutely neceſſary in all 
that may be Baptized. I ſhall take Notice 
upon this Beraten, that a fooliſh. Paper, 
lately written for the Vindication of their Error, 
and ſpread with mighty Recommendations, 
makes uſe of John's Refuſal to baptize our 
Saviour, againſt our baptizing of Infants, 
7 Becauſe our Saviour had no Sin ori- 

gal nor actual, John 4i4 poſitively for- 
bid him (when he came to be baptized) 
ſaying, I have need to be baptized of thee, 
aud comeſt thou tome? From hence it ave: 
appear, John was 15norant of adminſtriig 
Baptiſm for the Forgiveneſs of Sins to ſich 
as had no Sin. But theſe blind Leaders 
c 


r 


PPT 
the Blind ſhould have confi „that what- 
erer 7% was ignorant off and for that 
Reaſon would have refuſed to baptize our 
Saviour ; yet he did baptize him, and did 
it by our Saviour's Order too, as the follow- 
ins Verſes tell us. The Account of this 
Matter we have in Mat. iii. 13, 14, 15, 16 
Verſes. If ohm was ignorant of admini- 
ſtring Baptiſm to ſuch as had no Sin, and 
ſo needed no Repentance, our Saviour taught 
him it might be done. No Argument can 
be fram'd of ehu's Refuſal, becauſe it was 
over ruled by our Saviour's Order, whom 
we may ſay we vught rather certainly to learn 
of, than of John the Baptiſt. Can that 
which was forbidden by our Saviour, and 
condemn'd, be a Rule of what we are to 
practiſe? But John's Refuſal to baptize him 
who needed no Repentance, we ſee here was 
forbidden and condemn'd by our Saviour. In- 
fants then may bereckon'd allow'd to be bap- 
tized in that Text, Acts ii. 38, 39. though 
they need no Repentance. 

Further: That our Infants are allow'd 


Z to be brought to the Sacrament of Baptiſm, 


and to haveit adminiſtred to them, appears 
in what St. Po] ſays of thoſe Children in 
his Time, who had one Parent, a Believer, 
or baptized Chriſtian, in 1 Cor. vii. 14. in 


ſaying as he does there; Z!/ſe were you: 


Chilaren unclean ;, you may ſee he means, 


if one Parent were not a Believer, or bap- 


tized Chriſtian, the Infants were unclean ; 
and this fignifies, that if one Parent were a 
Believer and baptized, the Children were 
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not unclean. Now the Senſe of Uncleanneſs 
in the holy Scripture is, that which might 
not be devoted and conſecrated to God by 
an holy Ordinance. If ſuch Infants then 
were not unclean, as St, Pau ſays, he tea- 
ches us therein, that they might be devoted 
and offer'd to God by the appointed Ordi- 
nance, for devoting and engaging Perſons to 
ſerve and honour God; therefore he teaches 
us they might be baptized; this is allow'd 
to ſuch Infants by Almighty. God. If ſuch 
are not unclean in the Sight of God, the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm, tho” it be an holy Or- 
dinance, might be adminiſtred to them, in 
order to conſecrate and devote them to God, 
Thoſe whom God has cleanſed, that is, 
thoſe whom he has been pleaſed to allow 
and account to be clean enough to have ſuch 
an Ordinance adminiſtred to them ; thoſe 
we arc not to account. common or unclean, 
as was ſaid to St. Peter, Acts x. 15. nor 
may we reje&t them as ſuch from the Ordi- 
nance whereby they may be devoted to God. 
If God does not allow them holy Baptiſm, 
they muſt be reckon'd unclean, this would 
teach us he accounted them ſo; But if God 
himſelf by his Apoſtle ſays they are not un- 
clean, he does therein warrant and allow 
the giving them this Sacrament, 

You may upon this Occaſion put this Peo- 
ple in mind of their Opinion, that all Infants 
Mall be ſaved by Chriſt without Baptiſm : 
Now this is to allow them Entrance into that 
moſt holy Place to which no unclean Thing 


can come; and this is to ſay, that no Infants 
th are 
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are unclean, and that is to contradict the 
plain Senſe of the Apoſtle here, which is, 
that if at leaſt one Parent were not a Be- 
liever, the Children were unclean ; but with 
this Uncleanneſs they cannot be ſaved, be- 
cauſe no unclean Thing can enter the moſt 
holy Place, You may obſerve to them, that 
their Opinions concerning Infants, diſagree 
with one another. They will have it, that 
Infants may not be Members of the Church 
on Earth, and yet they may be Members of 
the Church in Heaven, They admit into the 
Holy of Holies, or moſt holy Place, thoſe 
whom they exclude as unworthy from the 
holy Place. Whereas, according to Divine 
Inſtitution, ſome that might enter into the 
holy Place of the 'Temple, might not enter 
into the Holy of Holies ; but certainly none 
that might not enter into the holy Place were 
allow'd the Holy of Holies; indeed, it was 
impoſſible they ſhould be allow'd this, when 
the only Way to the moſt holy Place was 
through the holy Place. If then they will 
think Infants may be admitted into Heaven, 
they ought to think they may be admitted 
into the Church ; if they are not too unclean 
tor the more Holy, they cannot be too un- 


clean for the leſs holy Place. And if they 


are not worthy of the holy Place, which 1s 


the Church on Earth, how can they be wor- 


| thy of, or fit for the Holy of Holies, which 


is Heaven? This mult be ſaid, that they 
who will not allow: any Infants a Right to 
Baptiſm, ought not to allow any, much lets 
all, a Right to Heaven, How can they come 
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to have a Right to Heaven, and to be ſaved 
by Chriſt, and yet not have a Right to Bap- 
tiſm, which is as the Gite or Way to Hea- 
ven, by Chriſt? And their Opinions dif- 


agree with the Scripture, as well as with one 


another ; for the Apoſtle here plainly figni- 
fies ſome Infants, that is, ſuch who have 
but one Patent baptized, have a Right to 


Baptiſm by Chriſt, in ſaying ſuch are not 


unclean. The Truth is, ſuch Infants have 
not that Uncleanneſs upon them, which 
would hinder or forbid them being devoted 
to God by an holy Ordinance, but they have 
ſuch Uncleanneſs in the (Guilt and Pollution 
of the Humane Miture, as needs a cleanſing 
conlecrating Ordinance ; and are ſo unclean, 


as that they cannot without it enter into the 


moſt holy Place, unlefs it pleaſes God, in 


Condeſcenſion to the Neceſſity of a particu- 


lar Cafe, to diſpence with his own Ordinance 
and Inſtitution ; which if he may do, we may 
nor expect it, and preſume thereupon to 


- neglect, or wilfully omit the Ule of his 


Ordinarce. 

Again, We may juſtly and eafily gather 
and conclude God's Allowance of the Bap- 
tizing of Infants in the Chiiitian Church 
from hence, That St. Paul argucs the old 
Rite of Circumciſion not to be nëceſſary to 
the Chriſtian Church upon the Account of 
its having the Sacrament of Baptiſm, and 


becauſe the inward and ſpiritual Grace of 


Circumciſion was conſerr'd in and by that: 
This you may ſee he does Col. ii. 11, 12. It 
you read the whole Chapter, it will appear, 

I, = that 


— 
Ow 


of his Baptiſm. 59 
that the Apoſtle there ſets himſelf to ſatisſie 
the Chriſtians of that Church, that the | 
had no Need of and were not obliged to uſe 
the. Rites and Ceremonies of the Law of 
Moſes. In theſe Verſes he mentions Cir- 
cumciſion in 1 ; and to ſatisfie them 
that they did not need to continue the Uſe 
of that, he lets them know, that in Chriſt 
they had receiv'd a Circumciſion not made 
with Hands, even the putting away the Body 
of the Sins of the Fleſh; by which he means, 
that in and by Chriſt they receiv'd the in- 
ward and ſpiritual Grace of Circumciſion, 
that Grace which had been promiſed and 
engaged on God's Part to thoſe who had 
formerly been circumciſed ; this is ſaid Ver. 
11. That theſe People may not make you 
believe there was no ſuch inward Grace pro- 
miſed on God's Part, or ever conferr'd or de- 
ſign'd to be conterr'd in and by Circumciſion 
(as indeed they would make that Sacrament 
of very little Uſe) I ſhall direct you to Two 
Texts of Scripture for the Proof of ſuch a 
ſpiritual Grace of Circumciſion. Moſes, 
ſpeaking from God of the Efficacy which 
their Circumcifion ſhould have upon the 
People of ae, ſays, Deut. xxx. 6. T he 
Lora thy God vill circumciſe thine Heart, 
and the Heart of thy Seed, to love the Lord 
thy God with all thy Heart, and with all 
thy Soul, that thou mayeſt live. In ſaying, 
God would c/rcumcrfe their Hearts to this 
Effect, he plainly intimates, he would conter 
this inward and ſpiritual Grace upon them 
in and with their Circumcifion, as the ERca- 

cy. 


= 
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Cy of that Rite and Sacrament ; and rhat 
which is here mentioned can mean no leſs 


than a new and holy pany 1h ut into them, 
e thereby to love 


God with all their Heart. To the ſame Pur- 


when they ſhould be ma 


Ss and to the Proof of this Thing, St. Paul 
ays of Circumciſion, Rom. ii. 28, 29. He is 
uot a Jew who is one outwaraly, neither is 
that Circumciſion which is outwwara in the 
Fleſh; but he is a Jew who is one inward- 
, and Circumciſion is that of the Heart. 


There was a Circumciſion of the Heart then, 


that is, ſuch a Thing as the inward and ſpi- 
ritual Grace of Circumciſion, which was the 
putting away the evil Luſts and Diſpofitions 
of corrupt Nature, and this Sacrament was 
intended to beſtow this to thoſe that receiv'd 
it, and where it had its full and deſign'd Ef- 
fect it did this, and thoſe Perſons were truly 
circumciſed. That Circumciſion was a Sa- 
crament of the Covenant of Grace, or of 
that Covenant which was the Method of Sal- 
vation, I have fully prov'd in the larger Book 
mentioned at the Beginning of this. 


To proceed now in what I am about: In 


Verſe 12. here the Apoſtle e by what 


Mean and Sacrament, inſtead of Circumciſi— 
on, the Chriſtians had received this inward 


and ſpritual Grace from 2 Chriſt, and 


that, he ſays, was Baptiſm; for they had 


received this Grace in being bury'd with 
Chriſt in Baptiſm, wherein alſo they were 
riſen with him: They did by Baptiſm be- 
come Partakers of the Spirit, who had be- 
new'd upon them ſully the inward and ſpi- 

ri- 
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ritual Grace of Circumciſion, in that they 
obtained thereby a Death unto Sin, and a 
new Birth unto Righteouſneſs. Now upon 
this Account he would have them believe, 
that Circumciſion was no longer neceſſary 
to the Church, the Sacrament of Baptiſm 
being now the appointed Means of conferring 


the Grace of that: And the Apoſtle herein 


plainly gives us Ground to conclude God's 
Allowance of the Sacrament of Baptiſm to 
the Infants of Chriſtians. If Infants do now 
need the inward and ſpiritual Grace of Cir- 
cumciſion, and may have that, they muſt 
need Circumciſion ſtill, unleſs ſome other 
Sacrament and Mean be appointed to confer 
it Which is allow'd them, or they may have 
it now without any Sacrament. 'That they 
cannot have it without any Sacrament, we 
have Reaſon to conclude, in. that a Sacra- 
ment is appointed to the Chriſtian Church 
for the Conveyance of that Grace, which 
Grace, if God had thought fit to beſtow on 
Infants. without a Sacrament, we may rather 
believe he would have beſtow'd it on grown 
Perſons without a Sacrament ; and therefore 


we cannot believe he would have inſtituted 


again a Sacrament to confer this Grace in 
and by it, if he had intended to beſtow it on 
any without a Sacrament. But fince ano- 
ther Sacrament is appointed to confer that 
Grace, and the Apittte argues from thence, 
that the Church has no Need of Circumciſion, 
his Argument plainly ſuppoſes, that all who 
need that Grace are allow'd the new Sacra- 
ment to obtain that Grace by, and _— as 

ir- 
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Circumcifion was allow'd to Infants before, 
ſo is Baptiſm now. 'The 15 9 would not 
have argu'd that Circumcifion was needleſs, 


becauſe the Church had ' Baptiſm, unleſs 
Infants were allow'd to be baptized: For 


there had been Room to urge ſtill the Ne. 


ceſſity of Circumciſion to them; and thoſe 


who were for the retaining Circumciſion 


might have argued, that altho' grown Per— 
ſons, converted to Chriſtianity from among 
the Gentiles, may have received by Bap- 
tiſm the Grace of Circumcifion, yet muſt 
this Sacrament be neceſſary to our Infants, 
unleſs they were allow'd ro be baptized. 
His uſing this Argument then is a plain 
Proof that Infants were allow'd to be baptized 
in the Chriſtian Church, this muſt needs 


have been to make his Argument good and 


true; and we cannot ſuppoſe that the Apo- 
ſtle would have uſed an Argument that was 


not good, or that was liable to any Obje- 


ction. 

Now, I think, it may appear to any one, 
who conſiders theſe Things, that God allows 
the Baptizing of Infants, and the Church of 
God has very good Warrant herein to admi- 


- niter that Sacrament to them. 


But if God allows this Practice, it is no 
Sin, it is not unlawful, there is no guilty 
Will-Worſhip in it, nor any Frophanation of a 
holy Ordinance. This is a fall Anſwer to 
ail the Clamonrs and Accuſations againlt it 
of that ſort, Which the Advertaries of Infant 


Baptiim teach thou deluded People to make: 


And they who condcnan this Practice as fin- 


ful 


and 
which 


God. 
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ful and wicked, expole themſelves to the 
Woe denounced in Scripture againſt thoſe 
who call Good, Evil. 
As there is no Sin in the Baptizing of our 
Infants, it is not unlawful, ſo there is Sin in for- 
bidding it as unlawful: This is to forbid what 
God has not forbidden; tis to add a negative 
Command to the Commands of God: And if 
we mult not depart one Jot from Divine In- 
ſtitution in what we do in Religion, we muſt 
not frame Laws on our own Heads, and 
condemn what God allows in Religion. 
Again, If God allows the Baptizing of 
Infants, there is a great deal of Wickedneſs 
in with-holding it from them: They ought 
to be brought to Baptiſm, if God allows it 
them; becauſe Charity, and the Love we 
owe to our Infants, oblige us to do all we 
can, and have leave todo, towards ſecuring 
their Salvation: And this is all that we can 
do in caſe of their dying in Infancy. This, 
it God allows it, certainly puts them, while 


Infants, and till they come to know and 


chuſe for themſelves, into a State of Salva- 
tion; and this 1s what every Man is bound 
to do for the Infants that are at his diſpoſal, 


if he may and can doit, And further, it 


may be call.d an Injuſtice and a Wrong to 
their Infants, to with hold that from them 
which God allows them for their Benefit 
and Advantage, God's Allowance of it 
makes it due to them as the Caſe ſtands, 
and theſe mercileſs Parents are unjuſt too, 
and wich-hold from their Children that 
which is their Due and Right in the Sight of 
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SECT. VIL 


T be Fourth Argument urg 70 juſtiſie the 


Baptizing of Infants. 


THE Fourth and laſt Argument which! 


{hall here furniſh you with, is this; Ve 
have in Holy Scripture plain aud clear 


Command for baptisiug the Infants of 


baptized Parents, J hey muſt allow the 


Holy 8 to be a perfect Rule of Faith 


and Practice in Religion, and that they 
make known every poſitive Inſtitution of 
Chriſt : And Hey do make known evidently 


enough, that is the: Will of our Lord, the 


Infants of baptiz-d Parents ſhould be bap- 
tized. There are ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 
where this does evidently appear to thoſe 
that rightly uudertand and interpret them, 
tho' the Papiſts and this wretched Sect, who 
err, nor knowing the Scriprures, cannot or 
will not ſee this in them. I ſhall point you 
to Three of theſe, and make it evident and 
plain to you, that they diſcover this to be the 
Will of our Lord. 1 8 
Iwill begin with our Saviour's Order con- 


cerning Infants duting the Time of his 


Preaching, and while he himſelf was in Per- 
ſon delivering the Will of God to Men; he, 
Mark x. 14. gives this poſitive and expreſs 
Order to the Miniſters of his Church con- 


cerning Infants, Suffer rhe little Children 


FO coe lin Fe. 


You 
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You mult obſerve, theſe Words are - of 
ken of Intants, becaufe it was upon the Oc- 
caſion of bringing ſuch to him that they were 
ſpoken of. St. Luke relating the Matter, 
uſes the Word which we juſtly tranſlate In- 
fants, Luke xviii. 15. The Word does pro- 
perly ſigniſie Children in their Infant State: 
Such were brought to our Saviour for ſome 
ſpiritual Gifts and Bleſſings, and with his 
Allowance. Upon his Diſciples Refuſal to 
let them come near him, after he had called 
them to him, as St. Luke tells us in Verſe 
16, he delivers this general Rule for the Di- 
rection not only of the Apoſtles, but of the 
Miniſters of the Church after them in Ages 
to come, Suffer tbe little Children to come 
unto me. You may obſerve then, that as 
theſe Words are to be underſtood of Infants, 
ſo they are not ts be underſtood as meant, 
only of theſe Infants, for theſe were come to 
him, he had called them to him before he 
ſpake theſe Words. 
| Let us ſee then, that we may rightly un- 
derſtand this Command of our Lor what 
the Scripture allows us to judge may be the 
Meaning of coming to him, which is that he 
commands his Miniſters here to permit. 
And you muſt know, there may be a Com- 
ing to Chriſt, even when he is not bodily 
preſent upon Earth, and when we cannot 
come into his bodily Preſence; therefore his 
Meaning here is not to be confin'd to this, 
Suffer them to come where I am bodily pre- 
ſent : He allow 'd them this, becauſe ſome- 
5 thing 
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thing more was allow'd them, as the Reaſon 
he gives for this intimates, when- he ſays, 
For of ſuch is the Kingdom of God. This 
Reaſon ſignifies, they may come to him in 


another Senſe, ard to partake of ſpiritual 


Favours and Bleſſings by him: It ſignifies, 
they may be M-mbers of his Church, may 
be taken into Covenant with God, and ſo 
be united to him, and therein come to havea 
Right to ſpiritual Mercies and eternal Salva— 
tion. His Command then, Suffer then to 
come to me, means, Suffer them to come 


into ſuch a State, to ſuch an Union with 


me; Suffer them to come into a Condition 
to have a Right to, and to enjoy the Bleſ- 
ſings of the Eingdom of God: His Will is 
here expreſly and plainly declared to be, that 
his Miniſters do ſuffer Infants to come into 


ſuch a State, that they admit them when . 


they are offered to it: And then fince our 


Lord has expreily appointed by what Rite 


and Ceremony all Perſons muit come into 
this State, which is, the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm, this is a plain Command to his Mi— 
niſters to afford them this Sacrament : In- 
fants eſpecially have no other Way or Mean 
of coming to Chriſt but this, therefore, it 
they mult be ſuffered to come to Chriſt, they 
muſt be ſuffered. to come in this Way, and 
mult be baptized. 71 
Theſe poor People are made believe by 
thoſe who teach and deceive them, that this 
Text is not at all to our Purpoſe, becauſe it 
is not ſaid here, our Lord baptized' theſe 


Children, or commanded his he to 
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baptize them, and without Chriſt's Warrapt, 
they have learn'd to ſay, We muſt not give 
them holy Baptiſm : To which poor Ob- 


jection you have this to anſwer: This Scrip- 


ture is a ſufficient Warrant to baptize In- 


fants, and ſpeaks our Lord's Allowance of 
it, in that he ſays, Of ſech is the Kingdom 
FC; for to baptize them, is to admit 
them into the Kingdom of God: And this 
Scripture is a {ſufficient Warrant to his Mi- 
niſters to baptize them, becauſe *tis a Com- 
mand tliat they ſuffer Infants to come to 
him, and he has not fignified, that they 
have any other Way ot coming to him. You 
may tell them too, that theſe Words were 
not ſpoken of cheſe Children, as appears by 


what has been ſaid, but are a general Rule 


to his Miniſters how to account of little Chil- 
dren, and how to deal with them: And he 
did not give Order to baptize ſuch, becauſe 
he might have given ſuch Order before; nor 


did heggive Order to baptize theſe Children, 


becauſe perhaps theſe had been baptized be- 


fore. And it makes it very likely that they 
had been baptized, that he laid his Hands on 


them, which we do not find was ever done 


on any that were not baptized, unleſs for the 
Cure of ſome bodily Diſtemper. If theſe 


Anſwers be not thought ſufficient, you may 


find this Objection more fully anſwered in the 

Vindication, &c. | 
This Scripture then is our Saviour's Com- 
mand to his Miniſters, that they ſuffer even lit- 
tle Children to come to him ; but they cannot 
come to him in any other Way than in 15 
| | ap- 
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nour God, and intitled to the Divine Favour 
purchaſed for Mankind by Jeſus Chriſt ; 


therefore this is a Command to his Miniſters 


to give them holy Baptiſm. 

Another Text wherein you ſhall ſee a 
Command of our Saviour for the Baptizing 
of Infants, is that in ohh ili. 5. 
ore be born of Mater and of rhe Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the Kingdom of God: 
This is an Eſtabliſhment in general Terms; 
the, Force of the Words is, as I have told 
you, None jhall enter into the Kingdom of 
God, except he be born of Water and of the 
Spirit. Now it cannot be doubted, but if 


this be the common appointed Way of com- 


ing into the Kingdom of God, they who 
have the Diſpoſal of Infants ought to bring 
them to this Sacrament ; for certainly they 


ought to bring them to be admitted into the 


Kingdom of God, if they can, becauſe they 


_ ought to do all they can to bring them into a 
State of Salvation. 


And then this Text is 
an evident Command to thoſe who have the 


_ Diſpoſal of Infants, that they bring them to 


be be Theſe People require an ex- 
preſs Command for the Baptizing of Infants, 
and this may be given as an expreſs Com- 


mand for it: The Words are an expreſs 


Law or Precept eſtabliſhing e for the 
common Rite and Mean of admitting all 
Perſons into the Kingdom of God; therefore 
fince Infants muſt be included under all Per- 
ſons, it is an expreſs Precept for their Bap- 


tiſm in order to their Salvation, or that they) 


mult, 


r 


baptized, and ſo engaged to ſerve and ho- 
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muſt, as well as others in this Way, come 
into a State of Salvation,” If it be anexpreſs 
Precept for the Baptizing of any, tis expreſs 
for them, it expreſly includes all. Can it 
be ſaid, it is not an expreſs Command or 
Eſtabliſhment for the Baptizing of them, 
becauſe they are not particularly mentioned ? 
Then it may be ſaid, tis not an expreſs Com 
mand or Eſtabliſhment for the Baptizing of 
Men or Women, becauſe they are nog parti- 
cularly mention'd; and this were to inter- 
pret an Eſtabliſhment, which expreſly in- 
cludes all, as if it intended none. 

Further, You may argue thus from this 
Scripture to prove and ſhow 'tis a Command 
for the Baptizing of Infants: All muſt be 
born again, to enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, or for their final Happineſs and Sal- 
vation, as our Saviour ſays Verſe 3. of this 
Chapter, and then Infants muſt be born a- 
gain to be ſaved: And all muſt be born of 
Water and of the Spirit to be born again, 
and to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 
according to the fifth Verſe; therefore In- 
fants muſt be ſo born again, and then they 
muſt be baptized. This Sacrament is eſta- 
bliſh'd here as an ordinary Mean to convey 
the new Birth, or the Renovation or Sancti- 
fication of our corrupted Nature; and if this 
Renovation be an to all, *tis neceſſary 
to Infants ; if it is to be afforded ordinaril 
in and by the Sacrament of Baptiſm, whic 
is according to the Fifth Verſe, then is the 
dacrament of Baptiſm neceſſary to Infants 
tor this, and then this is a Command for the 

1 Bap- 
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Baptizing them. If any have received the | 


Gift of the Holy Ghoſt in any meaſure be- 
fore their Baptiſm, this does not make this 
not to be the ordinary appointed Way of ob- 
taining it; to be ſure, without this none can 
have any-Right or Claim to it. If God has 
given,. yet we may not expect this without 


| Baptiſm, becauſe he has not promiſed it. 


In appointing a Way of obtaining his Fa- 
vours, he does virtually include a Promiſe 
of beſtowing them to thoſe who take that 
Method to obtain them, but to none elſe. 
If any have, by the Preaching of the Word, 
receiv'd the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt before 
they were baptized, this does not make this 


Sacrament not neceſſary to them who cannot 


receive the Gift of rhe Holy Ghoſt by the 
Preaching of the Word. Infants certainly 
cannot receive the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt 
by the Preaching of the Word, they have 


therefore no Mean to receive it but only this 


Sacrament: It muſt be given without any 


Mean to them, or not at all, if they are not 
baptized, but we have no Aſſurance that it 
Mall be ſo, nor Leave to expect it, eſpe- 


cially if we neglect and refuſe to baptize 


them. This then being the Mean and Way 
appointed in general Terms, for all muſt in- 
clude Infants too, and they muſt be bap- 
tized ; this Text is a full and clear Com- 
mand for it. 3 N 

We have alſo another clear and plain Com- 


mand for the Baptizing of Infants, in Matt. 


XXV111. 19. Go ye, aud teach all Nations, 


baftizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, 


be done in thoſe following 
mention'd after it, that is, in Haptiziug 
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ther, ana of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt. This is our Lord's laſt Commiſſion 
and Order for the Adminiſtring of Baptiſm, 
deliver'd to the Apoſtles after his Reſurrecti- 


on, and before his Aſcenſion into Heaven: 


It is intended to tell them in general who 


may be baptized, and in what Form this 
may be done. It tells them, they might ad- 
miniſter, this Sacrament to the People of any 
Nation of the World, and that they muſt do 
it, baptizing them in the Name of the Fa- 
ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 

You muſt obſerve, that the Word rendred 
Teach in this Verſe has ſomewhat a larger 
Signification than that, and takes in what 
may be done, and is indeed here ordered to 


Acts which are 


and Teaching : So that this is a Direction 
and Command to do that which may be 
done in and by baptizing and Teaching; 
tis a Command to diſciple to him the Peo- 
ple of any Nation, to admit People Diſci- 
ples to him by Baptiſm, and then to teach 
them as Diſciples, It is a great Miſtake in 
theſe People, to think that our Saviour here 
orders, that every one muſt be firſt taught 
before he may be baptized, for that is not 
here required: It he had deſign'd this here, 
he would not have ſaid, Teach, baptize 
them, but reach and baptise them: And 
ſince the Word which follows Teach in this 
Text is Bapriving, not beprize, it appears 
therein that the Word render'd Teach means 
Diſciple them, or admit them Dn. 

do 
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do that which may be done baptizing them ; 


but, I ſuppoſe, theſe People will not think, 
that Teaching may be adminiſtred in and by 
Baptizing. 

It . be known, that a Perſon may be 
diſcipled, or become a Diſciple, by taking 
upon him an Engagement to learn and obey 
the Doctrines and Laws of Chriſt; and this 
Engagement one may take upon him in ta- 
king the Sacrament of Bapeifin, and then 
Infants may therein take this Engagement 
upon them, and they may be diſcipled, and 
then may be baptized. That Infants may 
come under ſuch an Engagement by the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm, the Apoſtle teaches 


us, when he ſays of the Nation of Myael, 


x Cor. x. 2. They were all baprizer into 
Moſes iz the Cloud and in the Sea ; both 
Old and Young, the Infants, as well as the 
grown Perſons, paſs'd through the Water, 
and were all covered with the Cloud. 'They 
therein then, together with the reſt, came 
- under an Engagement to learn and obey the 
Doctrines and Laws of Religion, which 
ſhould be delivered by Moſes : This is meant 
by their being baptized into Moſes, this was 
as this Sacrament to them, did reſemble, and, 
we may ſay, prefigure it, and ſhows that 
Infants may come under Engagement to 
learn and obey the Laws of Chriſt, and that 
by taking the Sactament of Baptiſm ; they 
may then be diſcipled, they may thus be 
diſcipled to Chriſt, as the Nation of Iſraet 
and the Infants in it were diſcipled to Moſes. 


It is not neceſſary, as theſe People are made 
5 to 
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5 to believe, that a Perſon muſt be actually 
n taught before he may be accounted a Diſci- 
* ple, for he becomes a Diſciple that takes 

upon him to learn, eſpecially that engages 
. himſelf to this by a ſolemn Rite and Cere- 


mony appointed for ſuch Purpoſe. Aſk 
J theſe People then, Whether or no we may 
reckon the Nation of Mae, diſcipled to 
Meſes in this their ſacramental and ſignificant 
paſſage through the Red-Sea, in which 
q Action, the Apoſtle ſays, They were Laß- 
; tized into Moſes: If it may be ſaid, they 
N were therein diſcipled to Moſes, then Perſons 
may be ſaid to be diſcipled, that do but 
come under an Engagement to learn, and 
that are to be taught, without being already 
h actually taught; for that was all that could 
- be done by Hael at this Time, they could 
he take upon them an Engagement to learn, 
but they could not then be actually taught, 
becauſe the Law of Joſes was not then 
actually deliver'd, but was all of it delivered 
after their paſſing N the Red- Sea; 
and certainly they could not be actually 
taught it by Moſes before it had been reveal'd 
and delivered by God to Moſes, and by 1o- 
ſes to them. If they will not allow it to be 
ſaid, they were diſcipled to Moſes then, be- 
cauſe they were not then actually taught the 
Law of Moſes, they muityyield, that by 
this Example Perſons may be baptized before 
they are in their Senſe diſcipled, that is, be- 
fore they are actually taught what they are 
to be diſcipled to, for ſo were the Nation of 
i/rae}, both Old and Young, and therefote 


D fo 
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ſo may People now be, both Old and 
Young. 
It is faid in a late Paper, referr'd to be- 
fore, That Children are not capable of be- 
ins made Diſciples, nor entred into the 
School of Chriſt, beeauſe a Diſciple is a Fe- 
Hiever in Chriſt, ana becauſe an Infant is 
uot capable to believe on him. But here 
are ſeveral Falſhoods boldly aſſerted. 
It is falſe that Children are not capable of 
being made wiege for they may be en- 
gaged to learn when they ſhall become ca- 
pable, and that is to be made a Diſciple: 
And the Holy Scripture ſpeaks of Infants 
under the Name of Diſciples. The Children 
of the Genrle Converts were thoſe, whom 
the Zezwiſh Converts to Chriſtianity would 
have to becircumciſed, as well as the grown 
Perſons ; but St. Paul every where taught 
that they needed it not, as we fee Acts xxi. 
21. Now thoſe whom the Zexwi/ſ Converts 
would have to be circumciſed, which were 
the Children, as well as the grown Perſons, 
are all comprehended under the Name of 
Diſciples, Acts xv. 10. 
I!, is falſe to ſay, that Children cannot be 
entred into the School of Chriſt: They may 
as well be entred into his School to be taught, 
as into any other School. Indeed, while 


they are Infants they cannot be taught, nor 
is it neceſſary that Perſons be actually taught 
before they are entred into any School; for 
they are entred into a School to be taught, 
not becauſe they are taught already, and In- 
fants may be entred while Infants, and en, 
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gaged to learn, and may be taught as they 


row up and become capable to learn. 

It is alſo falſe that is ſaid, a Diſciple is a 
Believer: For a Perſon may become and 
may be call'd a Diſciple, who is not actually 


a Believer, if he does but in this ſolemnm 


Manner take upon him an Engagement to 
learn, and believe and obey: And therefore 
we find the Name of Diſciples given in Scri p- 
ture to ſome who did not believe, as it is 
given to Infants. In John vi. 64. tis ſaid 
of ſome who are called Diſciples, in 60 and 
61ſt Verſes, That they did believe on Chriſt. 
We muſt know, theſe Perſons are call'd Diſ- 
ciples, becauſe they had (and 'tis likely by 
Baptiſm) taken upon them an Engagement 
and Profeſſion to learn and believe the Do- 


Arines of Chriſt : But they did not fulfil and 


anſwer their Baptiſmal Engagement, though 


they yet continued in the Proſeſſion and Pre- 
tence to it, and thus it was that they were 
called Diſciples tho* they did not believe. 
Infants then may become Diſciples to Chriſt, 
even while Infants they may be diſcipled, 
becauſe they may come under an Engage- 
ment to learn, believe, and obey the Dectrines 
and Laws of Chriſt, as Infants came under 
an Engagement to obey the Ten Commaund- 
ments, as we have provid by Zx04. xix. 


compared with Dent. v. 2, 3. And they 


may come under this Engagement by being 


baptized, as the Infants of {7 2e/ did the 
like in paſſing through the Red- Sea. | 

New you ihall ſee, this Scripture is a 
plain and evident Command for the Bap- 
D 2 | tizing 
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It is a Command to diſ- 
ciple baptizing, expreſs'd in general Terms, 


tizing of Infants. 


1t particularly mentions no Sort of Perſons 
among the Nations of the World, therefore 
it includes all Sorts, and therefore Infants 
too. If our Saviour had expreſs'd any Sort 
in particular, whom he would have had 
admitted his Diſciples among the Nations 
by * the reſt might ha ve been thought 


excluded ; but ſince he has exprefly mentioned 


no particular Sort, he has plainly included 
all, and therefore excluded none, he has not 
confin'd the Command to any, therefore not 
to grown Perſons; he has therefore in this 
Command to his Miniſters included Infants, 

This is certainly a Command to diſciple 
baptizing all that they could, who were ca- 


pable of being ſo diſcipled : But Infants, ! 


ave prov'd, are capable of being diſcipled 
by Baptiſm, therefore 'tis a Command to 
diſciple baptizing them. 

Now 1t this be a Command of our Lord, 
that Baptiſm be admini{tred to Infants, they 
do certainly fin who with-hold them from it, 
The Miniſters fin, if they neglect or refuſc 
to baptize the Infants whom they might bap- 
tize; and the People fin, if they neglect or 
refuſe to bring the Children whom they hare 
the Niſpoſal of to be baptized. _- 

And the wretched Teachers of this Party, 
who tell their People, they may not bring 
their Children to Chriſt, or that they ougit 

not to dedicate and devote them to G06, 
who in effect pronounce them unclean whom 
God has cleanſed; theſe miſerable Men mul 
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be known to incur our Saviour's Cenſure and 


Condemnation, Marr. v. 19. where he ſays 


of his Commands, NM hofoever ſhall break 
one of 1heſe leaſt Commandments, and ſbadi 
reach Men fo, he ſhall be called the leaſt 
inthe Kingdom of God, that is, ſhall be of 
no Account, he ſhall be vile and deſpiſed 
in the Sight of God, and ſhall be rejected 
and condemned at the Day of Judgment, 
which is ſometimes called the Kingdom of 
God, as 2 TDi. iv. 1. . 
And the miſerable People, who are per- 
ſwaded by them to neglect and refuſe to have 
their Infants baptized, are guilty of Impiety 
towards God herein; they neglect and refuſe 
to offer, to dedicate to God what he has re- 
quired to be dedicated to him, they with- 
hold from God his Right and Due, he has 
Right to the Homage and Obedience of all 
Mankind, and all ought to be devoted and 
engaged to honour and ſerve him. When 
we do not devote and engage to ſerve him all 
that are in our Power and at our Diſpoſal, 
we do not anſwer, but contradict our own 
devoted State. It is the Lagguage of a true 
and good Servant of God, As for we and 
my Hcuſe, wwe will ſerve the Jord, Joſh. 
xxiv. 15. and the Carriage and Behaviour 
of ſuch an one will be ſuitable to ſuch a Re- 
ſolution and Language, and then, as ſoon 
as hecan, he will engage and enter his Chil- 
dren in the Service of God. | 
Theſe People, .it muſt be obſerv'd, keep 
their Children profane, while they are taught 
to fear the Prophaning of a holy Ordinance : 
CY Dy | _ Fey 
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They keep their Children prophane, as the 

— not conſecrate _— devoted + Du! 
God, and this is a great Wrong, to them, as 5 
it keeps them in a State wherein they have 50 
no Right to the Mercies and Favour of God, 
There is a great deal of Reaſon then to % 
fear finning againſt God, in neglecting to 5 
baptize Intants, and a truly Nr 4 Conſci- Foy 
ence mult needs fear it, unleſs it be ſuch as 10 4 
unhappily forſake the Church and Miniſters jp 
of Chriſt, and give themſelves up to the vi, 
Teaching and Conduct of thoſe who eagerly 2 


and boldly exclaim againſt this Practice of I fe 
the Church, and ſo make the deluded People 85 
fear to ſin, only on the ſide of doing that 
which is their unqueſtionable Duty, as theſe 
Arguments, well confider'd, will, I think, 
ſatisfie any Man this is, that he bring his In- 


fants, as ſoon as he can, to be baptized. 
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Containing the Oòjections that are 
| anſwered. 


Heſe People are furniſhed by their 
Guides and Teachers with ſomething 
to ſay againſt the Churches Practice in Bap- 
tizing Infants, and it is eaſie to invent Ca- 
vils and ſeeming Objections againſt the 
Truth, which may impoſe upon ignorant 
People, and ſuch as are reſolv'd to receive vo. 
and believe, as Trutb, all that they ſay. 

| ls ut 
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But I ſhall make it appear, their Objetions 
are falſe, as indeed nothing true can be ob- 
jected againſt the Truth; and I ſhall ſhow 
you, they are fooliſh and ſelf-contradiCting, 
and ſuch as condemn themſelves, and make 
them prove themſelves in a Way of Error, 
as they muſt needs be, who do condemn them- 
ſelves. I ſhall diſcover too the wretched 
Ignorance of theſe People, in that they can 
be perſwaded to receive ſuch Principles as 
they condemn the Church upon: I ſhall pro- 
duce their common and moſt plaufble Ob 
jections, and ſhow you, and enable you to 
ſhow them the Weakneſs and Fatſhood of 
them. They are theſe: (1.) That there is 
no Command in all the New Teſtament for 
the Baptizing of Infants. (2.) That actual 
Faith, and the Profeſſion of it, is requir'd 
inScripture of all that may be baptized. (3.) 
That we have no Precedent or Example in 
all the New Teſtament of any one Infant 
that was baptized by Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, 
or their Order. It they have any more Ob- 
jections, theſe are the chief; and, I believe, 
they have none but what fetch all the Strength 
they have from theſe ; which I ſhall conſider 
in Order. 9 _ 
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X. 
The Objection, T hat there is no Command, 
anſwer's. 


OU commonly find they aſſault you 
* with this Objection againſt your Bap- 


5 | tiſm, 
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tiſm, That there is no Command in all the 
New Teſtament for the Baptizing of Infants, 
This Objection I have already remoy'd, 
and ſufficiently anſwered, and I need ſay no 
more to it, having produc'd feverat evident 
Commands for this, if theſe People would 
conſider fairly what is ſaid to inform them, 
and cure their Error. But while they will 
liſten to none, but thoſe that deceive them, 
and their Guides wreſt the Scriptures to 
their own Deſtrution, and the Peceit of 
thoſe that follow them, they will not let them 
fee, by Reaſon of their falſe Interpretations 
of theſe Scriptures, that they are Commands 
for this. And the wretched People are 
taught to believe, that if Infants might be 
baptized, it ought to have been expreſly ſaid 
in ſo many Words, Ye ſhall baptive Int ants, 
and would have been ſo exprefs'd ; and he- 
cauſe they have not the Command expreſsd 
in ſuch a Manner, they will not believe that 
this Practice is commanded. - To ſhow them 
their Error and Miſtake in this, you have 
theſe Things to ſet before them. 


' Firft, This Argument, you may tell them, 
depends upon this Rule, That we mult do 
vothing in Religion, or the Worſhip of God, 
but what is in all Reſpects expreſly com- 
manded ; and if this be a falſe Rule, then 
the Argument which depends upon it mult 
Bea falſe Argument : For if it 1s not com- 
manded that we muſt do nothing in Reli- 
gion, but what 1s thus expreſly commanded, 


and this is a falſe Rule, then the Baptizing 
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of Infants may be lawful and commande, 
though it is not thus esprelly commanded ; 
And this, you may ſay, is a falſe Rule, only 
mvented by themſelves, and not to be found 
any where in Scripture: It is not any where 
ſaid thus, This Rule is no where expre's'd. 
And if we muſt be guided only by expreſs 
Scripture in our Practice, we may have cvery 
Rule expreſs'd which. we muſt guide our 
ſelves by, but this Rule is no where ex- 
prels'd; 'tis no where exprelly faid, Te 
ſhall do nothing in Religion, but what 1s 
in every Particular erpreſiy commangaed. 
When they ſay to you then, Show me where 
Infant Baptiſm is commanded ; ſay to them, 
Show me where this is commanded, that we 
muſt have every thing in Scripture particu- 
larly expreſs'd which we may do in Matters 
ofReligion. If they bring you any. Texts 
where this is not expreſi's, but would go 
about to prove it by Conſequence from them, 
you may tell them, Such a Proof does it ſelt 
contradict the Thing it would prove: For 
ſuch a Proof ſuppoſes we may be governed 
by a Conſequence from Sccipture, at the 
ſame time that it would prove we may not 
be govern'd by Conſequences, but muit have 
expreſs Scripture, You may tell them, If a 
Rule may be gather'd by Conſequence from 
Scripture, a Practice may; and this Rule 
cannot be gather d by Conſequence from. Scrip- 
ture: And you have no Rea ſon but to re- 
gard this as a Falſhood, till they can ho- 
you this Rule in cxpreſs Words. And then 
the Practice of Intant Baptiſin is not con- 
D 5 fen 
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82 The Pluin Man's Defence 
demned by it, for this cannot be condemned 


by a falſe Rule ; - and it may be lawful and 
commanded to baptize Infants, though this 


is not delivered in Scripture in ſo many ex- 


wo Words, as to ſay, Ye ſhall baptizeln- 
ants; becauſe tis no where ſaid in expreſs 
Words, That we muſt- have expreſs Words 
for all that we do in Religion. + 
Seconaty, You may let them know, that 
this Rule which they have fram'd and the 
Argument from it do condemn themſelves, 
and prove them in an Error; and though 
the Church may bein the Right, notwith- 
ſtanding this Objection, yet they muſt be in 
the Wrong ; and they ought not to condemn 
the Church upon this Principle, or they 


ought to condemn themſelves, and leave off 
ſeveral Practices of their own : For they do 


ſeverab Things in Religion which they have 
no ſuch expreſs Command or Warrant for, 
as they pretend we ought to have, that In- 
fants might lawfully be baptized. You 
may ſhow them this in Two Inſtances ; (1.) 
In their adminiſtring the Lord's Supper to 
Women. (2.) In their adminiſtring the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm by dipping or plunging 
the beptiz'd Perſon all over into the Water. 

You may tell them, They have no ſuch 
expreſs Command in all the New Teſtament 
for adminifiring the Lord's Supper to Wo- 
men, and ſtand to it, till they can ſhow you 
this is any where ſaid, Ye ſhall adminiſter 
the Lord's Supper to Nomen. The Sacra- 


ment of the Lord's Supper is as * 
a n- 
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Inſlitution, as is the Sacrament of Baptiſm; 
and then, if a poſitive Iuſtitution muſt di- 


ſtinctly expreſs all thoſe to whom it may be 


adminiſtred, they ought not to adminiſter 
the Lord's Supper to Women, becauſe they 
are not expreſly mention'd in the poſitive 
Inſtitution, | 

A Paper lately ſpread amang them has 
their uſual Shift in this Caſe, and pretends 
that theſe Words in 1 Cor. xi. 28. Let a 
Man examime himfelf, &c. are an expreſs 
Command for Womens Communion, becauſe 


the Gr. Word there tranſlated Mau, is of 


the Common Gender, and includes both Man 


and Woman. But it mult be told them, 
that the Expreſſion of the A poſtle is limit- 
ted and confin'd to the Male Gender by the 
Word Himſelf, which is added to the Word 
Man. It is then an expreſs Text for the 
Man, but not for the Woman, unleſs you 
can think fit to reckon that the Word Hz 
ſelf does expreſs a Woman. However, it 
may be gather'd or concluded from this Text, 
that Women may recei ve the Lord's Supper, 
yet it is not expreſs's here, as they require 
Infants ſhould be expreſs'd in the Command 
or Commiſion for | 6 hugh It it be e- 
nough to juſtifie their Communion that Wo- 
men may be included in the Word, though 
they are not diſtinctly expreſs'd; Why is it 
not enough to juitifie the Diſcipling of In- 
ſants by Baptiſm, who, I have prov'd, may 


bediſcipled by Baptiſm, when our Saviour 
includes them under the Expreſſion of A 


Nations, tho' they are not diſtinctly ex- 


prets * 
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3 If it be an Argument againſt the 
aptizing of Infants, that the * 


makes known every poſitive Law or Inſti- 
tution of Chriſt, but does not make known 


the Baptizing of Infants, becauſe they are 


not expreilyʒ and particularly mention'd in 
the Law or Inſtitution of Baptiſm, then ' tis an 
Argument againſt adminiſtring the Lord's 
Supper to Women, becauſe they are not ex- 

rely mention'd in the Law or Inſtitution 
of the Lord's Supper. 


Again; You may tell them, They hate 


no ſuch expreſs Command of our Lord or 
his Apoſtles for adminiſtring the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm by a total Dipping or Plunging 
all over into the Water thoſe whom they bap- 
tize : It is their Ignorance to think, that 
this is oblig'd by the Word which cur Szvi- 
our uſes in Nis Command to adminiſter Bap- 
tiſm, Matt. xxviii. 19. And thoſe of their 
Guides who pretend to underſte nd the ori- 
ginal Language of the Scripture, deceive 
them, in telling them this. The New Teſta- 
ment ſpeaks of Waſhingss that were perform'd 
by applying Water but to one Part of the 
Body, under the Name of Baptizing, and 
fpeaks of ſuch Weſhing as the 1 of 
the whole Men. In Mark vii. 4. tis ſaid 
of the Jezws, When they come from the 
Market, they eat not excefpr they be bis- 
ric. This Wefhing or baptizing of them- 
elles we mpy learn by the Third Verſe, 
wes done only by applying Water to their 
Har de, and there is no need to believe they 
diry's their Bards, for it is another Word 

is 


— 


of his Baptiſm. s 


the is there uſed for Waſhing, than that which 
ure is uſed in the Fourth Verſe for their Bap- 
ſti- tizing, yet is that Waſhing call'd Baptizing: 
wn And the Scripture here applies the Word 
are Baptize to the Waſhing only of one Part of 

in the Body, and calls that the Baptizing of 

an themſelves, which was only the Waſhing of 
d's their Hands. FR 

ex- Again; You ſhall ſee that Baptiſm, or 
ton the Waſhing which the Holy Scripture gives 
that Name to, has been perform'd by ſprink- 

are ling or pouring Water upon what was bapti- 

or zed. This appears in the Remainder of the 
ent Fourth Verſe, where tis ſaid of the Phari- 
ing ſees, And many other Things there be 
ap- which they have received to hold, as the 
hat A of Crips, and Pots, and Tables, or 
vi- Beds; which laſt Word means the Places | 
p- whereon they lay at their Meals, or the Ta- | 
eir bles whereon they ſet their Provifion. But | 
ori- it cannot be imagin'd that they waſh'd theſe F. | 
ive every Day before they did eat, by plunging | 
ſta- them all over into Water; they certainly [1 
nd contented themſelves with pouring or ſprink- 1 
the ling Water upon them, and this is call'd by i 
ind the Spirit of God, Baptizing them there. li 
of Again, the divers Waſhings, mention'd Heb. 


) . a : | 
aid ix. 10. Which were uſed in the Zerww/ſh Re- | 
th ligion, are in the Greek call'd divers Bap-- 


: 
72 Iiſius; and we well know, that ſeveral of | 
m- theſe were done by pouring or ſprinkling 4 
re, Water upon the Baptized. | l 
\eLT The Defenders of this Error grofly mill ake 4 
hey in their inte:preting and applying chat Scrip— 14 
ord ture, Acts ji. 2, 3, 4. fo prove that Per ons ; 
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baptized mult be covered all over with Wa- 
ter. The late Paper, referred to before, 
fays; We obſerve if they (ſpeaking of the 
Apoſtles} <vere bapiizes with the Holy 
Ghoſt, then they were covered all over: 


And ſurely if the Houſe were filled with 


the Holy Ghoſt, then they were covered all 
over therewith, and might well be [aid to 
be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. But you 
may ſee by this how careleſly they conſider 
and interpret the Scriptures which they urge 
for their Cauſe: And you may defire them 
to obſerve, the Text does not ſay, The 
Houſe was filled with the Holy Ghoſt, but 
A ruſhing mighty Wind fille all the Hoe, 
And if the Text does not ſay, The Houſe 
was filled with the Holy Ghoſt, then it does 
not intimate, that the Apoſtles were covered 


all over therewith, and for that Reaſon 


might well be ſaid to be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt ; nor does this Text at all coun- 
tenance the Purpoſe 'tis abuſed for, which is 


the total Dipping of the Perſons that are bap- 


tized. It is pretended again there, that 
Sprinkling will not ſerve inſtead of Dip- 
ping, becanuſe it is @ Fault to alter what 
Cod has appointed in his Worſpip. But 
you may ſay, Sprinkling or pouring Water 
from the Baptizer's Hand may ſerve inſtead 
of dipping, Nena that is not to alter what 


God has appointed in his Worſhip, for he 
has not appointed Dipping. Indeed, he has 
not appointed either Dipping or Sprinkling, 
ſoas to confine us to either of them, but ne 
has commanded Baptizing, which may be 

cone 
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done either by Dipping or Sprinkling, or 
pouring Water from the Baptizer's Hand 
upon the Perſon baptized. Theſe People 
then have no expreſs. Command of our Lord 
for di ping the Perſons whom they baptize, 
entirely in the Water. 


Thirdly, It may ſerve further to take off 
this Objection to ſay, That though our Sa- 


viour would have Infants baptized, there was 


no Need they ſhould be mention'd expreſly 
and particularly in his laſt Command to bap- 
tize, Matt. xxviii. 19. If he did mention 


Infants expreſly and particularly in his firſt. 


Order and Commiſſion to baptize, then 
there was no Need to mention them ſo a- 


gain in this Command which was related af- 


ter his Reſurrection. The "Apoſtles had 
been commiſſion'd to baptize before, and had 


kr 1:85 and therefore had ſufficient Di- 


cection in this Matter. We ha ve it no where 
mentioned when, or in what Terms the firſt 


Commiſſion was given them, therefore this 


2 be ſufficiently made known to them 
be 
it might not need to be expreſs'd now. 

Again. There was no Need to expreſs Iu- 
fants particularly, becauſe the Command is 
— 

Sorts; Go ye (ſays he) 4iſciple all Nations, 
baptizing them. This is a Command in ge- 
neral to adminiſter Baptiſm to the Nations 
of the World, without the expreſs Mention 


either of Old or Young, Men or Women. If 


be would have excluded any Sort from this 
| „ 


ore, tho' we do not find ſt; and therefore 


$d in general Terms, and includes all 


* 
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Sacrament, he would not have uſed ſo gene- 
ral an Expreſſion, or he would havelimirted 
it by the expreſs Exception of thoſe whom he 
would have to be excluded. It were certain- 
ly very abſurd to interpret any other of the 
Commands of God as theſe People interpret 
this and the like Commands for Baptizing, 
when they will not have them to be Com- 
mands to baptize Infants, becauſe they are 
not expreſly mentioned in them, and they 
would hardly like ſuch an Interpretation of 


lar Sort of Pcrſons ſhould ſay of a general 
Command, That becauſe they are not ex- 


tended to be included: How would the Rich 
among them like it? For Inſtance, If the 
Poor ſhould fay, The Command, Thor 
Halt not ſteal, does not concern them, be- 
cauſe they are nat expreſs'd in it; that it 
muſt be underſtood of the Rich only, who 
have no Need to ſteal; but for them, becauſe 
they are not expreſly mentioned, they are 
not intended in it And thus, indeed, all 
Sorts of Perſons might interpret themſelves 
out of the Reach of every general Command, 
and ſo the Commands which expreſs gene- 
rally, and ſo include all, might be thus inter- 
preted to exclude all. | 


SECT. 


Scripture in another Caſe. If an particu- 


preſs'd in it particularly, they were not in- 


of bis Baptiſm. * 
r 


7. be Objection, T pat Faith is requir'd of 
all that may be baptized, anſwer'd. 


A Romer Objection they frame againſt the 
Baptizing of Infants is this, Faith and 
the Profeſſion of actual Faith are requir'd 


in Scripture of all Perſons that may be bap- 


tized, therefore Infants may not be baptiz'd, 


| becauſe Infants cannot have actual Faith, nor 


make Profeſſion of their Faith: Againſt 


which Objection of theirs you have theſe 
Things to oy for your Deſence. * 

hs. That they have no expreſs Scrip- 
ture for their Opinion and Practice in this 
Caſe: Tt is no where ſaid or expreſs'd in 
Scripture, That none but thoſe who have 
actual Faith may be baptized, or that all 


who may be baptized muſt firſt be taught, 


and actually believe, or make Profeſſion of 
their Faith, It they will have this to be a 


Law or Rule of Chriſt, That every poſitive 


Inſtitution muſt be delivered in expreſs Words 
in all Things that may be done upon it, 
they condemn themſelves ; for they have not 
any ſuch Inſtitution of Chriſt h expreſs 
IWords as they govern themſelves by, that 
is, T hat none but Believers may be bafti- 


| $24, They muſt be ſaid to act without a 
Command, in confining Baptiſm to thoſe 


that make Profeſſion of actual Faith, for 
there is no ſuch Law or Inſtitution of Chriſt 
any where expreſs'd, That noe but Be- 
lievers may be baptized. 1 
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Ihe Paper, referr'd to before, ſays, Ve 
have exprejs Commany for baptizing Be- 
liever But you muy make them obſerve, 


that if they had ſo, this would not ſerve 


their Turn, this would not prove their O- 
Pinion, nor juſtiſie their Practice, becauſe 
their Opinion is, That y bt Belicvers 
may be baptized, which this would not 
prove, and their Practice is, to baptize 
only thoſe that make Profeſſion of their 
Faith, which this would nor juſtiſie, if it 
were true. Bur you may obſerve to them 
further, that this is not true, rey have no 
expreſs Command for bajtizing Believers, 
ſuch as they would have to ju'ifie the Bap- 
tizing of Infants: For it is no where in all 


the New Teſtament ſaid, Te Hall baprize 


Selievers: And then you may tell them, If 


it be unlawful to baptize Infants, becauſe 
tis no where expreſly ſaid, Ye ſhall baptize 
Infants; then it is unlawful to baptize Be- 
lievers, becauſe tis no where expreſly ſaid, 
Ye ſhall baptize Believers, much leſs is it 


any where ſaid or expreſs'd, Ye ſhall bap- 


tize 92/y Believers. | 
Secondly, As it is not expreſs'd in the 
Scripture, . ſo it cannot be gather'd or con- 


cluded from any one Text, that all who 


may be baptized mult firſt believe and make 
an actual Profeſſion of their Faith. I ſhall 
examine the Scriptures which they pretend 
to gather this from, and ſhow you, that they 


wreſt and abuſe them. 


One Text of Scripture which they bring 


where 


for this Purpoſe, is that in Acts viii. 37. 


% 2 * 


ok the Text, that 


—— — 
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where Philip ſays to the Eunuch, who de- 
fired to be baptized, If thou belreveſt with 
all thine Heart thou mayeſt. The Paper, 
referr'd to before, brings this as an expreſs 
Text, that 720722 but thoſe that believe may 
be baptized, and ſays herein, this does ap- 
pear. Indeed, it appears in this their Uſe 

55 wrerched Teachers, 
who are Authors of that Paper, do not un- 


derſtand what the Meaning of an expreſs 


Text is. This is not an expreſs Text for 
their Opinion and Practice, unleſs it were 


hereexprefly ſaid, That none but thoſe that 


believe may be baptized. But this, any 
one that can read may ſee, is not expreſs'4 


or ſaid there; and it is not enough to make 


this an expreſs Text for them, if it does only 
appear here, or might be pather'd and con- 
cluded from what is /#14 and pre here: 
And I will ſhow you, that this cannot be 
oather'd and concluded from what is ſaid 
here, and therefore does not appear here 
neither. 5 

The Evangeliſt, you muſt obſerve, ſays 
to the Eunuch, If thou believet with 118 
thine Heart, thou iayeſt be batrtiged : bis 
does not conclude, that none may be bi- 
zed but thoſe that believe ; the mo! it con- 
cludes is, that none ſuch as he may be bap- 
tized without Profeſſion of Faith. Ir may 
be concluded hence, that if any Perſon lives 
to Years of Underſtanding unbaptized, or a 
Stranger to the Chriſtian Religion, he muſt 
be taught ſomewhat of it, and make Pro- 


feflion of ſome Faith, or engage to learn, 


a 
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and believe, and obey, or he may not be bap- 
tized. Bur this is not the Matter diſputed, 
this we grant and hold, as well as they: 
The Queſtion is, Whether or no none may 
be baptized but ſuch as are capable to do ſv, 
and that this Scripture does not prove, nor 
any other : It proves, . that grown Perſons 
may not be baptized without actual Profeſ- 
ſion, or Engagement to believe, but not 
that Infants may not be haptized without 
actual Faith and the Profeſſion of it. 
Again, You may ſay to them, If Infants 
may be engaged in Covenant with God, as, 
we have ſcep, they may be, then they may 
be engaged to perform Faith and Obedierce, 
when they ſhall become capable of this, tor 
theſe are the Conditions of the Covenant 
with God; and then actual Faith and Obe- 
dience are not required of them to be in Co- 
venart with God, therefore theſe are not re- 
quired of all to their entring into Covenant 
with God, and then theſe are not required 
of Infants in order to Baptiſm, which is the 
Rite of entring into Covenant with God; 
and then actual Faith and Obedience are not 
required of all in order to Baptiſm, neither 
in this Text, nor in any other. 

They urge this Objection alſo by another 
Scripture, which is in Mark xvi. 16. where 
our Saviour, after he had given the Apoltles 
Commiſſion to diſperſe 3 in the 
World, and preach the Goſpel to all Na- 
tions, he ſays, He that believes and is bap- 
tiged ſball be ſaved, but he that believes 
not ſpall be damned. From hence they ar- 

guc 
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ue thus; Is not Believing here ſer before 
Paprizing? He does not ſay, He that is bap- 


tized and believes, but, He that believes and 


is baptized ſhall be ſaved; from whence 
they infer that Believing muſt go before Bap- 
tizing, and none may be baptized but thoſe 
who firſt believe. But to ſhow them that 
they miſunderſtand and miſapply this Scrip- 
ture, you may deſire them to obſerve what 
follows, 5 „ I 
That as our Saviour here ſets Believing 
before Baptiſm, ſo he ſets Believing and be- 
ing baptized before being ſaved: And then 
if none muſt be baptized, according to their 
Interpretation of this Scripture, but he that 
believes, becauſe Believing is ſet before Bap- 
tiſm, then none can be ſaved that do not 
firſt believe and are baptized, becauſe both 
are ſer before Salvation. And thus, againſt 
their Will, they interpret this Text ſo as to 
make it prove Baptiſm to be neceſſary to 
Infants for Salvation, and then, I am ſure, 
they muſt be baptized. And . may aſk 
them too, How this Text will agree, in 
their Way of interpreting it, with their O- 
pini8n, That all Infants are ſaved by Chriſt, 
whether of Jews, Turks, Heathens, or 
Chriſtians, it theydie in Infancy, without 
either Faith or Baptiſm; which Opinion, 
ſurely, is a direct Contradiction to this Text, 
which requires both Faith and Baptiſm of 


all that may be ſaved, by their Way of in- 


terpreting it. Indeed, to iay from hence, 
Intants cannot be ſav'd, becauſe they cannot 
have actual Faith, were to contradict what 

| be our 
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our Saviour ſays of them, Of ſuch is the 
Kingdom of Gol, which is as much as to 
ſay, they may beſav'd. If they ſhould ar- 
gue from hence againſt the Neceſſity of Bap- 
tiſm, and ſay, If Infants may be ſav'd by 
Chriſt without actual Faith, why may they 


not be fav'd by him without Baptiim? You 


may anſwer, The Reaſon is, becauſe the or- 
dinary Way of Salvation is to be entred into 
Covenant with God, to be engaged to believe 
and obey, and the ordinary Rite and Mean 
of being entred into Covenant is Baptiſm : 


So that, as was ſaid in the Beginning, ac- 


cording to the eftabliſh'd Method of Salva- 
tion by Chriſt, Baptiſm muſt be neceſſary in 
an ordinary Way to Infants for their Salvation, 
Again, you may dcfire them to obſerve 
in this Scripture, that our Saviour ſets Be- 
lieving and being baptized before Salvation, 
as Things required in order to Salvation, 
but he — not ſet Believing before being 
baptized, as what is required in order to 
Bapiiſm. He ſays, He that believes and is 
baptized ſhall be ſav'd, but he does not ſay, 
He that believes ſhall be baptized : Hedoes 
not ſay this, which might have been under- 
ſtood to have made Bclicving requiſite to 
Baptiſm : much leis does he ſay, He that 
believes net ſhall not be baptized, which is 


their Opinion; this therefore is not an expreſs 


Text for their Opinion, nor can it be gather- 
ed from hence, 5 5 

Theſe People do not believe actual Faith 
neceſſary to an Infant to the putting him 


into a State of Salvation: Why then will 
| they 


. 
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they have it neceſſary to Raptiſm in an In- 
fant, which is but the puiting him into a 
State of Salvation? If Infants may be in a 


State of Salvation, that is, may have a Co- 


venant Right, for there is no other, tothe eter- 
na! Favour of God without actual perform- 
ing the Conditions of the Covenant; they 
may be admitted certainly to that State b 
the Sacrament of Admiſſion without ſuc 
actual performing, and then they may be 
baptized. cy bs | 

You may clear this Matter to them, and 
help them to ſee their Confuſion of I hought 


and Error, by giving them a right State of 


it thus. The holy Scriptures, both of the 
Old and New Teſtament, do make Faith 
and Obedience the Conditions on Man's part 
of the Covenant, which is the Method of Sal- 
vation, which Method was always the ſame 
fince Mankind needed a Salvation, tho? there 
were ſome Ritual and Ceremonial Additions 
to it under the Law of Nofes, which ſince 


the Coming of Chiiſt are ta ken away. But 


the holy Scriptutes do not make Faith and 
Obedience the Conditious to be actually per- 
form'd by all, in order to their Entring into 
that Covenant. Mankind may be entred 
into that Covenant by cngaging, and takin 

upon them ro believe and obey, .<ecially 
by a ſoleinn Rite and Ceremony a pointed 
by God for b. ging us nder ſuch an En- 
gageme r... And till we becont capable of 
performing what we eager. fr, the Engage- 
ment it elf ha ing entre. 5 into Covenant 
with God, brings us toa Right and Title 
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to the Mercies of God, which Right we re- 
tain till we contradict our Engagement, but 
are allow'd to renew when we return to it, and 
renew our Baptiſmal Engagement, The 
Conditions of the Covenant, then, it may 
be ſaid, are not the Conditions of our ering 
into the Covenant. When we take the Sa- 
crament, which God has appointed to enter 
us into the Covenant, we take upon us an 
Engagement, we bind our ſelves to perform, 
when we ſhall become capable, the Conditi- 
ons of the Covenant : But God does not ex- 
pect or require of all the actual Performance 


of the Conditions for the Admitting us into 


Covenant: He does not expect this till we 
are capable of it, nor exclude us from his 
Covenant, or a Right to his Mercy, till we 
do actually perform. 
tho' they are not capable of that, may be 
entred into Covenant, and come to have a 
. Right, a Covenant Right, for there is no o- 
ther, to his eternal Mercies: They may be 


admitted into the Covenant by Baptiſm 
without actual Faith, or the Profeſſion of it 


in themſelves. 
| Gut? 
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The Objection that ve have no Precedent 
A or Example, anſwer's. 


1 —_ People are taught to think ita migh- 
ty Argument againſt the Baptizing ot 
BS In- 


And therefore Infants, 


_ LIES. IY 
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Infants, that we have no mention in all the 
New- Teſtament of any one Infant that was 
baptized by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, or their 
Order. Upon this they will not believe that 
any were baptized by them, or in their Time; 
and from thence they conclude, that it was 
not commanded nor allow'd by our Saviour, 
and therefore ought not to be Practiſed, 

I ſhall ſhow you what Anſwers this Ob- 
jection is capable of, and what will evidence 
the Weakneſs and Falſhood of it. 

Firſt, And you may tell them: That this 
is but an Argument by Conſequence againſt 
the Baptizing of Infants, which it does not 
become them to uſe, who pretend we muſt 
have expreſs Scripture only for our Rule. 
And it is a forced and ſtrain'd Conſequence 
to conclude, that this was not done becauſe 
it is not particularly mention'd, and there- 
fore might not be done. It is not reaſonable 
to draw ſuch a Conſequence from this that 
the Baptizing of any Infant is not mention'd 
expreſly, unleſs it were any where ſaid, that 
all that the Apoſtles did in the Diſcharge 
of their Office is particularly related, hut 
that is ꝓo Where ſaid. And it it be not ſal 
that all which they did is related, then there 
might be ſeveral Things done by them which 
are not related, and this might be one. And 
no Argument can be fram'd from hence, be- 
cauſe it might have been done, tho' it is 
not related, DT | 

2. You may tell them this Argument or 
Objection of theirs condemns themſelves too. 
lf we may do nothing in the Worſhip of God 

E | but 
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but what we have expreſs Precept for, of Y _ + 
what it is ſaid in the New Teſtament was it. 7 


done by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, 'then are they his 
condemn'd in ſome things which they do, 5 
md. 


by this Principle. And they are certainly in 
an Error, either in their Practice, or in the 70h 


8 and Argument which condemns bee 
their Practice. And they have Reaſon to 858 
re 


ſuſpect, yea, and let go this Principle by 
which they cannot condemn us, but they Put 
muſt condemn themſelves. You may ſhow an 
them, then, that in theſe Two Things fol- his 
lowing, they are themſelves condemn'd by 
this Argument. (1.) In that they defer and FE 
put off the Baptizing of the Intants of bap- ſay, 


tized Parents till they are at grown Years, Chri 
and then baptize them. (2.) In that they dip an Ir 
or plunge thoſe whom they baptize all over & 
into Water. Of neither of theſe have they then 
one Precedent_or Example in all the New they 
Teſtament, as I ſhall enable you to make defer 
I to them. bapt! 
I fay they have no one Precedent or Exam- of g 
le in all the New Teſtament of their Pra- then 
Ctice in the Subject of their Baptiſms: That 1 all 
more 


is, not of any one Perſon whoſe Raptiſm 
was delay'd in the Apoſtles Time from his Vin 
iſto 


Infancy, and adminiſtred when he was grown 


to Years of Underitanding, tho' his Parents do be 

were Believers and baptized Chriſtians at the Menti 

Time of his Infancy. It mult be obſcrv'd, bapti: 

they are greatly deceiv'd when they are made 1 
1 


to believe, that our Saviour himſelf is a Pre- bore 
| ot 


cedent of this, becauſe the Virgin Mary his the ſe 


Mother was a Believer in his Infancy. For mk 
9 7 ST 
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it muſt be ſaid, our Saviour did not put off 
his Baptifm by St. 7047 till he was of grown 
Years, when he might have had it ſooner; for, 
indeed, he was at grown Years himſelf before 
John began his Baptiſm. Beſides, tis to 
be obſerv'd; That the Queſtion we are diſ- 
uting is, Whether or no there is any one 
Preredent of a Perſon, whoſe Baptiſm was 
put off from the Time of his Infancy, and 
adminiſtred to him at grown Years, though 
his Parents were Believers in Chriſt, and bap- 
tized with his Baptiſm at the Time of that 
Perfon's Infancy ; and certainly they will not 
ſay, that the Virgin Mary was baptized with 
Chriſt's Baptiſm, while Chriſt himſelf was 
an Infant, that is, before either his Preaching 
was begun, or his Baptiſm was ſetup. This 
then is no Precedent or Example of what 
they inſiſt upon and practiſe, that is, of the 
deferring to baptize the Infants of Parents 
baptized with Chriſt's Baptiſm till they are 
of grown Years, and the baptizing them 
then; and of this they have no one Precedent 
in all the New Teſtament: And this is the 
more remarkable, becauſe the Space of Time 
which is taken in within the Reach of the 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament, is reckon'd 
to be about Sixty Years. *Tis true, we find 
Mention of ſeveral grown Perſons who were - 
baptized in the New Teſtament, but there is 
no (wee concerning any of them, that 
their Parents had been converted and baptized 


into the Chriſtian Faith at the Time when 
and yet they 


© 


theſe Perſons were Infants, 
were not baptized before. 
; E 2 
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Again; You may ſhow them, that they bap 
have no one Precedent or Example in all the he \ 
New Teſtament of any one Perſon that was he 1 
baptized, either by Chriſt or his Apoſtles, 
by dipping or plunging him all over into the his 


Water, and covering him with it. "T's no then 
where ſaid, that any were ſo baptized, . nor app! 
indeed, is it intimated, or can be gather'd or {© Tis 
concluded, from any one Text. The proper into 


Word ſor dipping, which is uſed in ſeveral I then 
Places of the New Teſtament, particularly WW plun 
in theſe that follow, Mat. xxvi. 23. Mark that 
xiv. 20. John xiii. 26, Rev. xix. 13. is dipp 
never applied to any of the Baptiſnts, ſaid 
to be adminiftred in the New Teſtament; 
and the Word baptize does not, as I have 
ſhown, confine us to underſtand it of dipping. 
What, tho' our Saviour was baptized of Zobn 
in Jordan, and ohn baptized the Multi- 
tudes that came to him in Anon near to Sa- 
Jim, where was much Water: It is not ſaid, 
that our Saviour was dipped of ohn in 
Jordan, or the Multitudes at uon, tho 
tis ſaid they were baptized there. The Mul- 
titudes might be baptized in a River, or 
where was much Water, without being dipp'd 
or plung'd all over into the Water: For a 
little Water would not ſuffice to baptize great 
Multitudes, if it were only to be pour'd or 
thrown upon them with the Baptizer's Hand; 
for which Reaſon John might baptize at a 
Place where was much Water, tho' he did 
not dip thoſe he baptized, And tho' it is 
ſaid, Acts viii. 38. That the Euuuch went 


down into the Water from his Chariot to be 
bap- 
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baptized by Philip, yet it is not ſaid that 
he was dipp'd all over into the Water: For 
he might go into the Water, and be ſaid to 


doſo, tho? he went into it but ſo as to cover 


his Feet with it. Beſides, you may defire 
them to obſerve, that the ſame Expreſſion is 
applied both to Philip and the Eunuch: 
Tis faid, T7 hey went down both of them 
into the Water, It going into the Water 
then muſt mean, that the Eunuch was 
lung'd all over therein, it muſt alſo mean 
that Philip was plung'd all over in it, and 
dipp'd roo, for he went down into the Water 
as well as the F777. But do their Dip- 


pers plunge themſelves all over into the Water 


too when they dip thoſe whom they baptize? 
| believe not. It ſuch dipping be the Force 
of the Words, going Jon into the Mater; 
and we muſt therefore believe the Eumuch 
was ſo baptized, becauſe he went down into 
the Water to be baptized ; we mult alſo be- 
lieve that Philip the Baptizer plung'd him- 
ſelf alſo all over into the Water, and dipp'd 
himſelf at the ſame time, becauſe 'tis {aid, 
That he alſo went down into the Water. 
This Text then gives a Precedent or Exam- 
ple for the Baptizer alſo to plunge himſelf 
all over at the ſame time that he baptizes, 
as well as that he dip the Perſon baptized ; 
and it theſe People & not thus, when they 
adminiſter this Sacrament, they arc without 
a Precedent in this Text for the Manner of 

their doing it, | 
Thirdly, You may tell them alſo, That 
we have very good Ground to believe, the In- 
E 3 tants 
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fants of tho'e who were Believers, and bap- 
tized in the Apoſtles Days, were alſo baptized, 
though there be not expreſs Mention of this 
in the New Teſtament: This you may ſhow 
them as follows. 
All the Texts from the New Teſtament, 
whereby it has been prov'd that Baptiſm is 
ordinarily geceſſany to Infants for Salvation, 
that it is alloꝛd'd by God, that it is co%. 
mauded by our Lord for them, as well as 
others; theſe do all give us Ground to be- 
lieve, the Infants of {ſuch Parents were then 
baptized ; ſo far as it is the Doctrine of the 
N. Teſtament, that Infants may, that they 
ought to be baptized, ſofar we have Ground 
to believe that they were then baptized. And 
we have further Ground to believe this in 
what the Apoſtle ſays of thoſe Infants who 
had one Parent a Believer and baptized Chri- 
ſtian, in 1 Cor. vii. 14. where bo ſays first, 


That ſuch Children were not unclean; by 


which, I have prov'd, he means, they had a 
Right to Baptiſm; and then we cannot 
doubt but what they had a Right to was 
given them in the. Apoſtles Time; And he 
{ays moreover, 'They were holy. - Now the 
Holineſs which he muſt mean they had was, 
that they had been dedicated and devoted to 
God by his appointed Sacrament and Rite 
of doing it, and that was the Sacrament of 
Baptiſm. They could not be ſaid to be holy, 
unle$ as they were baptized. 

It is a very filly Shift they make uſe of 
to avoid the Force of this Scripture, Which 
certainly and Rrongly proves the Right of 


ſuch 


nat 
done 
queſ 
beca 
Chu 
Vena 
Sacr; 


of his Baptiſm. 103 
ſuch Infants to Baptiſm, and that they were 
in thoſe Days baptized, when they ſay, the 
Apoſtle means, they were Children lawfully 
begotten, and were not Baſtards if one Pa- 
rent were a Believer; for ſuch they would 
not have been, though neither Parent were 
a Believer, if they were born in Wedlock, 
which had been kept inviolate: The Mar- 
riages of the Heathen were lawful Marriages, 
and their Children were not Baſtards. The 
Apoſtle then could not ſay in this Senſe, 
Their Children were not unclean, but holy, 
by Virtue of their having one Parent a Be- 
liever, becauſe he had ſaid what was not 
true, for it was not in this Senſe that they 
were holy by Virtue of their having one Pa- 
rent a Believer, becauſe in this Senſe they 
might have been ſo, tho” neither Parent were 
a Believer: He means therefore certainly, 
that when one Parent was a Believer, the 
Children had Right to be devoted to God. by 
the appointed Sacrament, and were in the 
common Practice of the Church accordingly 
ſo devoted, and ſo were become holy. 

We have alſo further Ground to believe 
Infants were then baptized, in that we find 
no Queſtion made of it whether this might 
be done or not, nor any Diſpute or Determi- 
nation of the Apoſtles about it: If it was 
done, there was no Room or Occaſion to 
queſtion whether it might be done or not, 
becauſe the ancient allow'd Cuſtom of the 
Church of God of bringing Intants into Co- 
venant and a State of Favour with God by a 
Sacrament, and the Practice of the Apolttes. 

1 then 


104. The Plain Man's Defence 


then would ſufficiently juſtifie it, and ſatisfie 


all Perſons that it might be done. But if it 


had not then been allow'd and commonly pra- 


cti ſed, tho'e Converts from among the eus, 


who had formerly been wont, by God's Or- 


der and Allowance, to have their Infants 
admitted into ſuch a State by a Sacrament, 
mutt needs be concerned that they might {till 
enjoy the ſame Privilege, and mult needs 
believe, they might uſe it, unleſs this had 
been exprelly determined againſt by the 
Apoſtles: And this would have been a Plea 
for the Continuance of Circumciſion, which 

et was never uſed, and the Apoſtles muſt 
hve had Occaſion to forbid this, as they 


had to determine that Circumciſion was no 


longer obliging. 

It is alſo a further Ground to believe this, 
that St. Paul argues againſt the Neceſſity of 
Circumciſion in the Chriſtian Church, be- 
cauſe the ſpiritual Grace of Circumciſion 
was now aftorded the Chriſtians by the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm. Thus he does argue 
in Col. ii. 11, 12. as I have ſhown you in 
Sect 6. in Diſcourſe on this Text there. We 


may eaſily fee this had been no Argument, 


if Infants had not been then baptized ;- for 
they had not received this Grace by Baptiſm, 
it they might not be and were not then bap- 
tized ; and {till it might be ſaid, Circumci- 


ſion was neceſſary to the Chriſtian Church, 


| becauſe neceſſary tor the Grace of it to them. 

When the Apoſtle urg'd, that Circumciſion 
was unneceilary to the Chriſtian Church, he 
urg'd, that it was unncceſſary to their Chil- 
dren, 
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dren, as appears Acts xxi. 21. Therefore 
when he makes it unneceſſary to the Chri- 
ſtian Church, becauſe the ſpiritual Grace of 


it was afforded and obtained now by the Sa- 
crament of Baptiſm, he gives us plain and 
clear Ground to believe, that Baptiſm was 
adminiſtred to Infants at that Time in the 


- Chriſtian Church, 


All this Ground we have in the Holy 
Scripture it ſelf to believe, that the Infants 
of believing and baptiz'd Parents were bap- 
tized in the Apoſtles Time : I may add, that 
we have good Ground in what we find in the 


moſt early Writings of the Chriſtian Church, 
which were publiſh'd ſoon after the Time of 


the Apoſtles, to believe, that this was pra- 
QRiſed in the Apoſtles Times, and that the 


firſt Chriſtians after them did commonly 


baptize their Infants, and that they received 
this as a lawful Cuſtom and Practice even 


from the Apoſtles themſelves. The Grounds 


we have to believe thus are, that we find 
the Baptizing of Infants ſpoken of and plain- 


ly intimated to be the common Practice of 


the Church then, very near the Apoſtles 
Time, and while they were living in the 
Church, who converſed with the immediate 
Diſciples and Scholars of the Apoſtles: And 


we find theſe firſt Chriſtians generally per- 


ſwaded of the ordinary Neceſſity of Bap- 
tiſm to all Perſons, and, among others, to 
Infants alſo for Salvation; and we find it 
very early ſaid to be a Cuſtom uſed in the 
Church from the Apoſtles Times to baptize 
Infants, and to have been delivered to the 

; Church 
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Church by the Apoſtles; and this was ſaid 


not againſt any that deny'd the Lawfulneſs 
or Neceſſity of Baptiſm to Infants, for there 
were none that did ſo in the firſt Ages of 
the Chriſtian Church. Theſe Particulars I 
have abundantly prov'd in my Vindication 
8 Church, but I muſt not lengthen this 

ook, by producing what is ſaid to them 
T | 

Thus, I think, I have made it appear, 
that we have very good Ground in Scripture 
for our Belief and Practice in this Matter, 
but this People have none at all for theirs: 
For it muſt be underſtood, as was ſaid, that 
their Principle is, That none but Believers, 
or thoſe that make Proſeſſion of their Faith, 
may be baptized; and their Practice is to 
baptize none but ſuch, even among thoſe who 
are born of believing and baptized Parents: 
And theſe Things ty have no Ground or 
Warrant for in the Word of God. Theſe 


Things I beſeech you to conſider well, for 


our own Defence and Confirmation in the 
ruth, that you may not be deluded-and 
drawn from the Church and your Duty in 
theſe dangerous Times. I pray God to eſta- 
bliſh you, and make you ready in every good 
Work:to do his Will, that you may at 


laſt obtain the glorious Reward of Well-do- 
ing, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, 
Amen. 


World without End. 
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